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Security forces 
detect, destroy 
two IEDs in 
South Kashmir

Srinagar, Feb 18 (UNI) 
Security forces averted 
major tragedies on 
Tuesday by detecting and 
safely destroying two 
improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) in South 
Kashmir, officials said.
The two IED were found 
in Pulwama and its neigh-
bouring district Shopian.
The first IED was detected 
at Kashuwa Road, 
Chitragam, Shopian by 
security forces. Initially, 
a suspicious object was 
found at Kashuwa Road, 
Chitragam, which later 
turned out to be an IED. 
It was destroyed by the 
Bomb Disposal Squad 
(BDS).

2 soldiers killed 
in accident

Srinagar, Feb 18 (TSIT) Two 
Junior Commissioned 
Officers (JCOs) were killed in 
an accident in the Union 
Territory of Ladakh, officials 
said on Tuesday.The two iden-
tified as Subedar Santosh 
Kumar and Naib Subedar 
Sunil Kumar died due to the 
bursting of a water tank at a 
camp on Sunday in the Nyoma 
area, 150 km from Leh in 
southern Ladakh.They said a 
police investigation is under-
way into the incident which 
occurred on Sunday.
Meanwhile, the Army while 
paying tributes said the two 
soldiers made supreme sacri-
fice in the line of duty in 
Ladakh.Northern Army com-
mander Lt Gen M V Suchindra 
Kumar saluted the supreme 
sacrifice of the fallen soldiers.

Champions 
Trophy: India 
will feel 
Bumrah's 
absence 'very 
strongly', says 
Dhawan

Former UK PM Rishi Sunak visits 
Parliament House with family

New Delhi:  Former Prime Minister of United Kingdom Rishi 
Sunak visited the Parliament House here on Tuesday.Sunak, 
was accompanied by his wife Akshata Murty, daughters 
Krishna and Anoushka and Rajya Sabha MP Sudha Murthy. He 
was welcomed by the Lok Sabha Secretary General Utpal 
Kumar Singh, an official statement said. This visit is part of 
Sunak’s recent engagements in India. Just a few days ago, on 
15th February, he had visited the Taj Mahal with his family.

India, US don’t compete as much as they 
complement each other: Piyush Goyal

HYDERABAD (TSIT), FEB 18: 
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy on Tuesday voiced 
concern over fake news and 
felt that misinformation on 
social media is creating 
chaos in society.

The Chief Minister called 
for urgent steps to curb eco-
nomic offences and fake news 
by strengthening the cyber 
security system. Stating that 
Telangana is at the forefront 
of controlling cybercrime in 
the country, he stressed the 
need to strengthen the cyber-
crime wing further.
Inaugurating the Shield 2025, 

the Cyber Security Conclave, 
being organised jointly by the 
Cyber Security Bureau, 
Cyberabad Police and Society 
for Cyberabad Security 
Council, Revanth Reddy stat-
ed that the State Government 
is committed to making 
Telangana the number one 
State in the country in cyber 
safety. The main objective of 
the conclave is to discuss digi-
tal safety and prepare future 
action plans, he added.
Revanth Reddy said he was 
delighted to meet all the police 
officers and cyber security 
experts who have been work-

ing together to promote 
Telangana as number one in 
cyber safety. 

The Chief Minister said 
cybercrime is posing a big 
threat to the country's econo-
my as well as the citizens.  
Citing official statistics, 
Revanth Reddy mentioned that 
cyber criminals looted a whop-
ping Rs 22,812 crore in the 
country during last year alone. 
“The State Government is pro-
viding required assistance and 
resources to work with cyber 
experts and IT companies to 
create an ecosystem for the 
development of cyber security 
solutions,” he said.

The Chief Minister claimed 
that Telangana is one among 
a few States that established 
a fully functioning Cyber 
Security Bureau and a dedi-
cated cybercrime helpline to 
protect citizens from cyber 
frauds and crimes. Stressing 
the need to develop Telangana 
as a secure business hub, he 
appealed to all to share the 
cyber helpline number, 1930, 
which works round-the-clock 
for 365 days. 

SEE MORE ON PAGE-2

Misinformation on social media 
creating chaos, says Revanth

Rahul slams Centre over 
midnight selection of new CEC
NEW DELHI, FEB 18 
(TSIT) Leader of 
Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday 
slammed the gov-
ernment’s “mid-
night decision” to select Gyanesh Kumar as 
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and 
called it “disrespectful and discourteous”.

On his social media handle X, Rahul 
Gandhi said, “By violating the Supreme 
Court order and removing the Chief Justice 
of India from the committee, the (Narendra) 
Modi Government has exacerbated the con-
cerns of hundreds of millions of voters over 
the integrity of our electoral process”.

He further said that he had presented his 
“dissent note” to Prime Minister Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah during the meet-
ing of the committee to select the next 
Election Commissioner.In the dissent note, 
Gandhi stated, “The most fundamental aspect 
of an independent Election Commission free 
from executive interference is the process of 
choosing the Election Commissioner and 
Chief Election Commissioner”.“As the LoP it 
is my duty to uphold the ideals of Babasaheb 
Ambedkar and the founding leaders of our 
nation and hold the government to account. It 
is both disrespectful and discourteous for the 
PM and HM to have made a midnight deci-
sion to select the new CEC, when the very 
composition of the committee and the process 
is being challenged in the Supreme Court and 
is due to be heard in less than forty-eight 
hours,” he said.             

India, Qatar elevate ties to strategic 
partnership, sign five MoUs

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT) India and 
Qatar decided to elevate their ties 
to a Strategic Partnership with 
focus on trade, energy and invest-
ments, and double their trade in 
the next five years, during the talks 
between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and visiting Amir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al 
Thani here today.

During their talks, held at 
Hyderabad House, PM Modi and 
the Amir recalled the historic trade 
linkages between the two nations, 
the deep-rooted people to people 
ties and the robust bilateral ties. 
They expressed their desire for fur-
ther deepening of the multi-faceted 
relations, Secretary CPV & OIA 
Arun Kumar Chatterjee told the 
media at a briefing. The two sides 
inked two agreements and five 
MoUs.The two sides inked an 
agreement to elevate their ties to 

strategic partnership, with trade, 
innovation and energy as the main 
focus, the official said. While bilat-
eral trade is at $14 billion, they 
have targeted to double it by 2030. 
The Qatar sovereign wealth fund, 
Qatar Investment Authority, has 
invested $1.5 billion in FDI in India, 
in sectors like retail, power, IT, 
affordable housing. Newer areas 
have been identified for the wealth 
fund to invest in, including ports, 
infrastructure, energy, food parks, 
startups, AI and robotics, 
Chatterjee said.

During the talks, PM Modi 
appreciated the Amir for bringing 
top Qatari businesspersons for the 
visit. In February 2024 Qatar 
Energy and Petronet India had 
inked an agreement for providing 
7.5 million LNG per annum to India 
for 20 years from 2028.

SEE MORE ON PAGE-2

Amaravati, Feb 18: Chief 
Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu on Tuesday felt that 
outstanding results can be 
achieved in the aqua sector 
through technology.

Addressing the three-day 
Aquatech-2.0 conclave on the 
concluding day on Tuesday, 
organised by the Global 
Forum for Sustainable 
Transformation (GFST), a 
non-profitable organisation, 
the Chief Minister expressed 

confidence that the aqua sec-
tor will certainly be a growth 
engine for strengthening the 
financial status of the State. 
He felt that 30 per cent 
growth rate is possible in 

this sector by utilising tech-
nology and by adopting mod-
ern methods. 

The Chief Minister opined 
that there will be a great 
demand across the globe for 
the aqua products if organic 
methods are adopted as 
excellent results are being 
achieved through organic 
farming. He also felt the need 
to bring in radical changes 
in the feed in aquaculture. 

SEE MORE ON PAGE-2

Aqua sector should be a growth 
engine for AP, says Naidu

BY GANGADHAR 
HYDERABAD, FEB 18: Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy's recent comments 
against the bureaucrats in 
the State have sparked wide-
spread discontent among 
both the IAS and the IPS 
officers. 

The IAS and IPS officers 
are particularly critical of 
the Chief Minister's remarks 
accusing them of being con-
fined to their offices and fail-
ing to address people's griev-
ances in remote areas. They 
all dubbed these comments 
as  highly unprecedented 
and outrageous. Revanth 
Reddy's criticism, which also 
included allegations of cer-
tain malpractices by IAS and 
IPS officers, have left many 
bureaucrats feel nervous 
and dismayed. "This is not 
for the first time the Chief 
Minister is passing such 
derogatory remarks on us," 

said a senior IAS officer, 
who wished to remain anon-
ymous. "He has always been 
making general allegations 
against us without specify-
ing which officers are resort-
ing to such irregularities," 
this senior IAS officer said. 
The entire bureaucracy has 
taken exception to the Chief 
Minister's comments, point-
ing out that they are already 
overburdened with work. 

"We have to deal with 25 to 
30 departments on daily 
basis and thus we are always 

busy even at home," said a 
collector of a district. This 
district collector also said 
that they do not have enough 
time to visit villages and 
meet people, as much as we 
would like to. 

 “Actually the Chief 
Minister, the Deputy Chief 
Minister and other Ministers 
have always been holding 
review meetings at the 
Secretariat and at the Police 
Command Control Centre. 
So, the related IAS officers 
have to attend these  meet-
ings as part of their duty,’’ 
another IAS officers said. 
‘’Not only these meetings, but 
several departmental review 
conferences are also taking 
place. No single IAS officer 
has time and they are not 
even in a position to meet 
their heads other than attend-
ing daily schedule,’’ all these 
IAS officers clarified.

All of them, in fact, feel 

frustrated at the Chief 
Minister's 'baseless com-
ments' against them like the 
IAS and IPS officers are 
resorting to corruption. 
"There are some officers who 
may be corrupt. But how the 
Chief Minister can attribute 
it to all and make a comment 
in general.  When a person of 
the stature of the Chief 
Minister is making such 
comments they should be 
clarity and should not be 
generalised attributing it to 
the the entire bureaucracy," 
felt an IPS officer who too 
does not want to his name to 
be revealed. In fact, some 
senior IAS officers are plan-
ning to meet the Chief 
Minister to discuss their 
concerns with him and 
address the issue of political 
pressure. The meeting is 
expected to take place soon, 
although a date has not been 
finalised yet.

IAS officers unhappy with Revanth’s comments

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday said that 
with decline in terror activi-
ties and improvement in 
security scenario in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the police 
should now prioritize safe-
guarding the rights of its cit-
izens. Shah, chaired a review 
meeting on the implementa-
tion of three new criminal 
laws in Jammu and Kashmir, 

in the presence of Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha and 
Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah here, a Home 
Ministry statement said.

SEE MORE ON PAGE-2

Protecting rights of citizens be 
top priority of JK police: Shah

Kar'tka Caste census conducted 
scientifically: Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Tuesday 
said that the caste census was 
conducted scientifically and 
that his government will defi-
nitely implement its report 
without any doubt.At a pre-
budget meeting held at 
Vidhana Soudha with leaders 
and representatives of back-
ward-class organisations, he 
responded to the unanimous 

demand for the implementa-
tion of the caste census. "Our 
government supports the 
caste census. We have accept-
ed the caste census report and 
will certainly implement it in 
the coming days. 
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Punjab National Bank 
branch at Shankarpally

Shankarpally Feb 18, (TSIT) – Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) has inaugurated 
its 71st branch under the Hyderabad 
Circle at Shankarpally, located on the 
Hyderabad Main Road in Rangareddy. 
The event was graced by Shri Deepak 
Kumar Srivastava, Zonal Manager of 
PNB, who highlighted the bank’s posi-
tion as the second-largest public sector 
bank in India.In his inaugural address, 
Shri Srivastava urged the local com-
munity to take advantage of the bank-
ing services offered by the newly 
opened branch. Circle Head, Shri 
Arvind Kalra, emphasized PNB’s com-
mitment to providing customers with a 
range of services, including agricul-
tural loans, gold loans, home loans, and 
vehicle loans at competitive interest 
rates, along with excellent customer 
service.The ceremony was attended by 
a significant number of customers and 
senior bank officials, including the 
Branch Manager, Ms. Riya Kumari, 
and staff, who warmly welcomed the 
local residents.The opening of this 
branch marks a significant step 
towards enhancing PNB’s accessibility 
and customer outreach in the region.

Aqua sector should 
be a growth engine 
for AP, says Naidu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE-1

The farmers can earn better revenue if the 
farm products are value-added, the Chief 
Minister noted. Now aquaculture is on in 
about four lakh acres and this should reach 
to 10 lakh acres by 2029-30, he said but felt 
the need that the aquaculture should be pol-
lution-free. 

Stating that pollution is the major prob-
lem in aquaculture, he said that there are 
several solutions for controlling pollution 
and this should be followed by the farmers 
and others related to this sector. Everyone 
should strictly follow the guidelines and 
register the details of aquaculture, the 
Chief Minister said and made it clear that 
stringnet methods will be followed with 
regard to controlling pollution. The three-
day conclave that concluded on Tuesday 
discussed at length on the changes being 
adopted in the sector, opportunities avail-
able, issues being faced and the policies 
being adopted in aquaculture along with 
several other issues. The participants 
mainly focussed on bringing awareness 
among the famers on utilising technology 
in aquaculture to get better results.
Maintaining that he has a special interest 
in aqua secor, the Chief Minister said that 
the State is highly suitable for aquaculture 
and between 2014 and 19 aquaculture was 
the major revenue source for the State. 
Though the aqua production in countries 
like Vietnam is much lower than the 
nation but such countries are much ahead 
in valuation, he added.

Stating that there is every need to pro-
mote technology, the Chief Minister felt 
that Artificial Intelligence (AI) should be 
used in aquaculture to the maximum 
extent possible to reduce the expenditure 
and to improve quality. AI can be used to 
analyse what kind of diseases are likely to 
hit and how to prevent them, he added.The 
Chief Minister said that the food habits of 
the people are changing by the day and the 
farmers too should follow suit to meet the 
growing demand. Livestock is very useful 
for the economic activity of the common 
man, he said and felt that the day is not too 
far when the details on which food product 
is being produced where are available 
online.  If the farmers can update them-
selves keeping in view the opportunities 
that will be available in the coming days, 
better results can easily be achieved, the 
Chief Minister maintained.

Hyderabad Feb 18 (TSIT) On 
February 18, 2025, Life 
Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) introduced its latest offer-
ing, the "LIC Smart Pension 
Plan (Plan No. 879)." The plan 
was launched by Mr. M. 
Nagaraju, Secretary, 
Department of Financial 
Services, Ministry of Finance, 
in the presence of Dr. M.P. 
Tangirala, A.S., DFS, Shri 
Parshant Kumar Goyal, JS, 
DFS, and Shri Siddhartha 
Mohanty, CEO & MD of LIC, 
along with other senior officials 
in New Delhi.LIC’s Smart 
Pension Plan is a Non-
Participating, Non-Linked, 
Individual/Group, Savings, and 
Immediate Annuity Plan. It 
offers a wide array of annuity 

options for both Single Life and 
Joint Life annuities, catering to 
a variety of customer needs.Key 
Features of the Plan 
include:Single Premium, 
Immediate Annuity PlanA vari-
ety of annuity options to match 
customer preferencesEntry age 
ranges from 18 years to 100 

years, depending on the annuity 
option Flexibility to choose 
between Single Life and Joint 
Life Annuity Enhanced annuity 
rate for existing policyholders 
and their nomineesLiquidity 
options for partial/full with-
drawal according to policy 
terms Minimum purchase price 

of Rs. 1,00,000, with incentives 
for higher investments

Multiple annuity payment 
modes (yearly, half-yearly, 
quarterly, or monthly) Special 
provisions for NPS subscribers 
and dependents with disabili-
t i e s  ( D i v y a n g j a n )
Online purchase available at 
www.licindia.in The plan also 
provides benefits upon survival 
or death of the annuitant, with 
options for lump sum or annui-
tization of the death benefit. It 
can be purchased both offline 
through agents and intermedi-
aries and online via LIC’s web-
site.LIC aims to offer a secure, 
flexible, and accessible pension 
solution, providing financial 
stability to customers in their 
retirement years.

LIC launches smart pension plan 
with flexible annuity options

Hyderabad, 18th Feb 
(TSIT): ICAR-Indian 
Institute of Millets 
Research (ICAR-IIMR), 
Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with Central 
Agricultural University, 
Imphal, is conducting a 
four-day residential train-
ing program from 18th to 
21st February 2025. The 
program aims to train 30 
farmers from the North 
Eastern Hill (Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya) 
region and Uttar Pradesh 
on millet processing and 
value addition to foster 
entrepreneurship.

The training is 
designed to equip farmers 
with knowledge of millet-
based technologies, value 
addition techniques, and 
business opportunities. 
The program will feature 
both theoretical and prac-
tical sessions, including 
teachings on various pro-
cessing methods, packag-
ing, branding, and mar-
keting strategies to 
enhance the commercial 
viability of millet prod-
ucts.Dr. C. Tara 
Satyavathi, Director of 
ICAR-IIMR, inaugurated 
the program and empha-

sized the importance of 
millets, highlighting the 
various technologies 
developed by the institute 
and the support provided 
to startups, including free 
seeds for farmers in the 
North Eastern Hill region.

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist 
and Course Director, out-
lined the training sched-
ule, which includes prac-
tical sessions at Nutrihub, 
cooking demonstrations 
with millets, and expo-
sure to chikki and flaking 
production lines. 
Participants will also 
have the opportunity to 
interact with successful 
millet entrepreneurs, 
industry experts, and sci-
entists for practical 
insights into the millet 
value chain.

Dr. K. Srinivasa Babu, 
Senior Scientist, spoke 
about the Odisha Millet 
Mission’s impact on mil-
let cultivation and farmer 
empowerment. The initia-
tive aims to empower 
farmers with the neces-
sary skills to create value-
added millet products and 
establish sustainable 
businesses in their 
regions.

Training program for farmers of North 
Eastern Hills region, UP  in Hyderabad

Jangoan, Feb 18 
(TST): District 
Collector Rizwan 
Basha Sheikh has 
emphasized that gen-
der diagnostic tests are 
illegal and any involve-
ment in fetal murders 
will result in strict 
legal action. Speaking 
at an awareness event 
organized by the 
District Women and 
Child Empowerment 
Department on 
Tuesday, Sheikh high-
lighted the significance 
of the PC and PNDT 
Act (1994), which crim-
inalizes gender-based 
diagnostic tests and 
fetal sex determina-
tion.

He warned that 
those involved in gen-
der diagnostics face a 
prison sentence of up 
to three years and a 

fine of Rs. 10,000, while 
those promoting or 
cooperating in such 
actions could be fined 
up to Rs. 50,000 and 
sentenced to five years 
in prison. The Collector 
urged the public to 
raise awareness on 
gender ratios and 
called for visible notic-
es in all hospitals and 

scanning centers 
across the district, 
making it clear that 
such tests are prohibit-
ed.The Collector fur-
ther directed local offi-
cials to inspect 21 scan-
ning centers and hospi-
tals in the district, 
ensuring compliance. 
He also encouraged the 
public to report any 

Gender diagnostic tests are illegal, strict actions 
against fetal murders, says Collector

Tenth grade results key to future 
goals, says Collector Jitesh

Bhadradri Kothagudem, 
Feb 18 (TSIT): District 
Collector Jitesh V. Patil 
emphasized that tenth grade 
results should be viewed as 
a stepping stone towards 
achieving future goals. He 
was the chief guest at an 
inspiration and training 
session held for tenth grade 
students under the 
Scheduled Caste 
Development Department at 
Ambedkar Bhavan, 
Kothagudem.

Patil encouraged students 
to focus on hard work and 
perseverance rather than 
stressing over marks, urg-
ing them to see the tenth 
grade as just one step in 
their educational journey. 
He shared his personal 
experience, explaining how 
he shifted his career goal 
from engineering to becom-
ing an IAS officer through 

determination.He also high-
lighted the resources avail-
able in public schools and 
hostels, including experi-
enced teachers and study 
materials. The collector 
advised students to avoid 
distractions like TV, 
phones, and social media to 

concentrate on their stud-
ies.The event was attended 
by various educational offi-
cers and staff, including 
Scheduled Caste 
Development Officer 
Anasuriya and ASWOs 
Hanumantha Rao and 
Sunita.

Misinformation on social media
 creating chaos, says Revanth

CONTINUED FROM PAGE-1

Stating that seven new dedicated cyber crime police 
stations have been opened last year, he congratulated 
Director General of Police (DGP) Jitender and the 
Director of Cyber Bureau for setting up these facilities. 
The Chief Minister described the cyber security confer-
ence as a significant one and pointed out that crime 
patterns have been changing rapidly.  He emphasised 
the need to devise all kinds of plans to encounter the 
challenges facing society. The Chief Minister felt that 
prevention of crime should be given top priority over 
arrest of criminals after they commit the crime.

India, Qatar elevate ties to strategic 
partnership, sign five MoUs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE-1

“Both sides are for expanding the energy partnership including through 
mutual investment,” he added. Of the two agreements inked, one is for 
establishment of a bilateral strategic partnership and the other for a 
revised double taxation avoidance agreement. Of the five MoUs signed 
– they comprised on economic partnership, cooperation in archives, 
documentation and youth affairs and sports.On the sidelines of the busi-
ness meeting in the morning, Invest India and Invest Qatar signed an 
Mou for promoting mutual investments, Chatterjee said. PM Modi 
thanked the Amir for support of the Indian community especially during 
the Covid period, and the Amir appreciated the Indian community for 
the development of Qatar. “The Amir’s visit provided an excellent oppor-
tunity for the top leadership of the two countries to discuss and cement 
a strategic partnership for enhanced future cooperation as well as 
exchange views on regional and international issues of mutual interest,” 
he added. Answering questions, he said while India and the GCC are 
negotiating an FTA, India and Qatar during the talks today decided to 
explore the possibility of an FTA in the future.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE-1

During the discussion, the Home 
Minister asked the UT adminis-
tration to ensure full implemen-
tation of the three new criminal 
laws in Jammu and Kashmir by 
April 2025. He said that optimum 
use of technology should be 
made to ensure speedy justice 
under the three new criminal 
laws. He said that for the full 
implementation of the new laws, 
it is imperative to change the 
attitude of the police personnel 
and the administration and cre-
ate awareness about the new 

laws among the citizens.Shah 
stressed on the need to fix 
responsibility of police officers 
to expedite the process of filing 
chargesheets. He said that every 
police station in Jammu and 
Kashmir should put the maxi-
mum use of the National 
Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System (NAFIS) 
into practice.

He said that 100 percent train-
ing of investigating officers 
regarding the provisions of the 
new laws should be ensured, at 
the earliest. Decisions on provi-

sions related to terrorism and 
organised crime should be taken 
only after thorough scrutiny at 
the level of Superintendent of 
Police. He said that strict moni-
toring is required to ensure that 
these provisions under the new 
laws are not misused.The minis-
ter stated that the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration and gov-
ernment have done satisfactory 

work towards the implementa-
tion of the new criminal laws 
despite difficult circumstances. 
He added that the progress of 
implementation of the three new 
laws in the Union Territory 
should be reviewed on a monthly, 
fortnightly and weekly basis at 
the level of the Chief Minister, 
Chief Secretary and Director 
General of Police, respectively.

Protecting rights of citizens be 
top priority of JK police: Shah

MLA couple visit 
Veerabhadra 

Swamy Temple 
Bhadrachalam, February 18, TSIT: 
Bhadrachalam legislator Tellam Venkatarao 
couple Praveena who visited the Thegada 
Bhadrakali Sametha Veerabhadra Swamy 
Temple.  A large number of activists partici-
pated in the event. The temple priests were 
blessed by the couple led by Yallamandala 
Shravan Kumar Bhanu Prakash. Congress 
leaders Kosaraju Kumar, Raja Nani Babu, 
Indula Ramesh, Indula Buchibabu, Koteru 
Srinivasa Reddy, Cheemalamarri Murali, vil-
lagers participated.

Anurag Helping Society Chairman and 
Kakatiya University Governing Council 
member Dr Anitha Reddy in memory of late 
Podu Satyanarayana Reddy, has provided 
fruits, sweets and snacks to children of 
Louis ideals children in Autonagar 
Warangal.  

Congress Urges Graduates to 
Elect Narender Reddy

Karimnagar, Feb 18 (TSIT): Congress BC Cell 
Chairman Puli Anjaneyulu Goud has called on grad-
uates to vote for MLC candidate Vutkuri Narender 
Reddy. Speaking at a meeting in Karimnagar, he 
emphasized that Congress is committed to BC wel-
fare and job creation, citing the 56,000 government 
jobs provided in the past year.He criticized BRS and 
BJP for failing to deliver on employment promises, 
alleging a secret pact between them. He urged voters 
to support Narender Reddy to strengthen CM 
Revanth Reddy’s leadership and implement the six 
guarantees for Telangana’s progress.

Ensure 100% Pass in 
Tenth Exams – Collector 

Pamela Satpati

Karimnagar, Feb 18 (TSIT): District 
Collector Pamela Satpati has directed 
teachers and education officials to ensure 
100% results in the upcoming Tenth-grade 
exams. In a meeting with Zonal Education 
Officers at the Collectorate, she stressed 
special focus on dropouts and providing 
necessary study materials.She instructed 
officials to conduct special classes, ensure 
adequate facilities in public schools, and 
supply snacks for students. Regular health 
checks and clean hostels were also empha-
sized. Officials, including Additional 
Collector Prapul Desai and DEO Janardhan 
Rao, attended the meeting.

BJP’s Conspiracies Exposed – SUDA Chairman 
Komatireddy Narender Reddy

Karimnagar, Feb 18 (TSIT): SUDA Chairman 
Komatireddy Narender Reddy accused the BJP of 
political conspiracies and criticized Union Minister 
Bandi Sanjay for his remarks against the state gov-
ernment. Speaking at a press conference, he claimed 
Bandi Sanjay was among the least effective MPs and 
had no right to question Telangana ministers.

violations to the wom-
en’s helpline (181) or 
child helpline (1098), 
assuring confidentiali-
ty and protection for 
complainants. The 
event was attended by 
various district health 
and welfare officers, 
including DWO 
Florence and DMHO 
Mallikarjun Rao.
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Hyderabad, Feb 18 (TSIT): The 
Telangana Government has 
entered into a strategic partner-
ship to promote startups by sign-
ing a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
Brazil's GOIAS Hub. The agree-
ment was formalized during a 
meeting held at the HICC on 
Tuesday, attended by Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy and IT 
Minister Sridhar Babu, who 
engaged in talks with representa-
tives from GOIAS Hub.Following 
the discussions, the MoU was 
signed by T-Hub Foundation CEO 
Sujith and GOIAS State Science 
Technology and Innovation 

Secretary Jose Frederico Lyra 
Netto. The collaboration aims to 
foster a mutually beneficial rela-
tionship, providing opportuni-
ties for Telangana startups to 
expand into Brazil while encour-
aging Brazilian startups to 
establish operations in 
Telangana.The partnership will 
focus on key sectors such as 
Artificial Intelligence, IT, Agri-
Tech, Healthcare, Biotech, and 
Mining. Both T-Hub and GOIAS 
Hub will work together on cru-
cial initiatives, including capac-
ity building, incubation, tech-
nology sharing, and enhancing 
investment opportunities. 

TG  signs MoU with Brazil's 
GOIAS Hub for startups CS holds review on power, water

Hyderabad  Feb 18, (TSIT) : 
Chief Secretary Santhi 
Kumari held a Video 
Conference with District 
Collectors and reviewed 
power supply, drinking 
Water, Rabi Crops, Rythu 
Bharosa and issue of Ration 
Cards in the state.  She 
informed the collectors that 
power availability in the 
state is in sufficient quantity 
though there will be a 
demand for supply in the 
summer in agriculture, 
domestic and industrial sec-
tors.  Collectors  were told to 
monitor the situation with 
the power officials through 
teleconference on a daily 

basis. The feeder wise moni-
toring of supply should be 
done and critical infrastruc-
ture such as drinking water 
supply or power supply in 
hospitals should given spe-
cial emphasis.  Collectors 
should regularly inspect the 
substations, she added.  

Rabi Crop : Chief 
Secretary informed all 

collectors that the water 
in Reservoirs is much 
more than last year and 
urged them to ensure 
proper monitoring.  
Chief Secretary informed 
that new ration cards 
will commence shortly 
in the  districts where 
there is no model code of 
conduct. 

Bangaru Maisamma temple marks 
grand 16th anniversary

Sangareddy, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
The 16th anniversary cele-
brations of Sri Bangaru 
Maisamma Temple were 
held with immense devotion 
and enthusiasm, drawing a 
large number of devotees 
and dignitaries. The event 

featured special prayers, 
homams, and cultural per-

formances, with women 
devotees offering Bonalu 
and participating in tradi-
tional rituals.BRS state 
leader Chinta Sainath, the 
chief guest, highlighted the 
temple’s spiritual and cul-
tural significance.
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Kalyana Venkateswara 
Swamy Brahmotsavams 

begins 

Tirupati, 18 Feb (TSIT) The annual Brahmotsavam of 
Sri Kalyana Venkateswara Swamy in Srinivasa 
Mangapuram began  with the Dhwajarohana Ghattam 
in the auspicious Meenalagnam between 8.15 am to 8.40 
am on Tuesday. The program was conducted as per 
agama amidst chanting of Vedic mantras, and Govinda 
namas by devotees. Earlier, Swamivari Tiruchi Utsavam 
was held from 6.30 am to 8.15 am.   Afterwards, the tem-
ple priests performed Vishvaksena Aradhana, 
Vastuhoma, Garuda Lingahoma, Garuda Pratishtha and 
Raksha bandhanam.   In the presence of Sridevi, Bhudevi 
and Sri Kalyana Venkateswara Swamy Dhwajarohanam 
held. This religious program was conducted under the 
guidance of the Kankanabattar Sri Narayanacharyalu. 
Speaking to the media, JEO Sri V. Veerabraham said 
that the Brahmotsavam of Sri Kalyana Venkateswara 
Swamy has started with the sacred Garuda flag hoisting 
ceremony.  The annual festival in the temple will be 
observed from February 18 to 26 in a grand manner.  
Extensive arrangements have been made for the devo-
tees who come for Brahmotsavams, he added. He said 
that Tirumala Srivari Laddu Prasadam has been made 
available to the devotees in Srinivasa Mangapuram.

TTD EO takes part 
in Srinivasa Kalyanam  

at Varanasi

Tirumala, 18 Feb (TSIT): TTD organized Sri Srinivasa 
Kalyanam in Varanasi on Tuesday at the Birla Mandir 
of the Benares Hindu University as a part of its religious 
festivities in the ongoing Mahha Kumbhmela and TTD 
EO Sri J Syamala Rao participated in the divine event. 
Initially the priests brought sridevi and Bhudevi along 
with Sri Swamivaru to the Kalyanam venue.  After that, 
amidst   the chanting of Vedic mantras series of rituals 
including Sri Vishvaksena Aradhana,  
Punyahavachanam  Maha Sankalpam, Mangalya Puja, 
Mangala Sutradharana were held. Finally, the Kalyanam 
concluded successfully with Nakshatra Harati and 
Mangala Harati being offered to the utsava deities. 
Devotees who witnessed the celestial wedding  were 
thrilled with devotion. HDPP Program Officer Sri Raja 
Gopal, Paru Pattedar Sri Bala Subrahmanyam and other 
officials participated in this program. 

Kurnool Feb 18 (TSIT): Hindustan 
Coca-Cola Beverages (HCCB), a leading 
FMCG company in India, has launched 
a series of impactful community initia-
tives under its CSR program, Project 
SHINE, in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. 
The initiatives were inaugurated by 
Shri. T. G. Bharath, Hon'ble Minister of 
Industries & Commerce, Government 
of Andhra Pradesh, in the presence of 
Shri P. Ranjit Basha, IAS, District 
Collector of Kurnool, local officials, and 
community members at an event held 
in Kurnool.

As part of Project SHINE, HCCB has 
introduced various initiatives aimed at 
improving the lives of local communi-
ties. These include sales and marketing 
training for youth at nine colleges, 
installation of water filtration units at 
the Government General Hospital in 
Kurnool, and the provision of electric 
vehicles (EVs) for waste collection to 
the Kurnool Municipal Corporation. 
Additionally, the company is conduct-
ing WASH (Water Access, Sanitation, 
and Hygiene) programs in schools and 
communities, focusing on hygiene edu-
cation, proper handwashing tech-
niques, and sanitation practices.

A significant part of the CSR effort 
includes empowering women in the 
region through Digital and Financial 
Literacy training, as well as providing 
tools like sewing machines to women 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to enhance 
their livelihoods. The initiative is 

focused on bridging the skill gap and 
creating economic inclusion for both 
youth and women in the region.Shri. T. 
G. Bharath lauded the CSR initiatives of 
HCCB, emphasizing the alignment with 
the government’s commitment to 
empowering rural communities. He 
highlighted the positive impact of the 
water filtration units, WASH sessions, 
and skill development initiatives for 
youth and women in Kurnool. Himanshu 
Priyadarshi, Chief Public Affairs, 
Communications, and Sustainability 
Officer at HCCB, spoke about the com-
pany’s broader commitment to sustain-
able and long-lasting social impact. He 
noted that HCCB’s CSR initiatives aim to 
address key societal challenges, includ-

ing education, skill development, water 
access, and hygiene. Project SHINE 
focuses on five core areas: Sustainable 
Solutions for Environment & Disaster 
Management, Health & Hygiene, 
Inclusive Growth via Women 
Empowerment, Education & Skill 
Building, and Empowering Communities 
for a Better Future. To date, HCCB has 
positively impacted around 2 lakh indi-
viduals across Andhra Pradesh through 
these initiatives, including providing 
Digital & Financial literacy training to 
over 4,000 women and collaborating with 
the Andhra Pradesh State Skill 
Development Corporation (APSSDC) to 
train 5,000 young professionals in sales 
and marketing.

Minister Bharath inaugurates Hindustan 
Coca-Cola Beverages’ CSR initiatives

 Srikakulam, 18 Feb (TSIT): 
To make people aware, edu-
cate and sensitise about the 
various useful aspects of 
Nuclear Power, a special 
campaign under “Atom on 
Wheel” mobile exhibition 
was launched at Srikakulam 
district on 13th November, 
2024. During the last 3 
months of November, 
December, 2024 and January, 
2025, around 64755 people 
were informed about nuclear 
energy through this innova-
tive campaign. With the 
unique features and creative 
approach, the exhibition suc-
cessfully covered the stu-
dents, general people of vari-
ous fields by visiting schools, 
colleges, community mar-
kets etc. of about 139 villages 
in more than 15 mandals of 
Srikakulam and 
Vizianagaram district. In the 
last month of January till 

12th February, 2025, around 
12904 people were covered 
and informed about societal 
applications of nuclear ener-
gy in 71 villages in 
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, 
and Parvathipuram 
Manyam district. The cam-
paign got huge support and 
good cooperation from the 
students, women, youth, 
gram panchayat members, 
general villagers and other 
people. As a part of this pub-
lic awareness campaign, 
many educational films on 
the various aspects of nucle-
ar energy and safety were 
also screened through in-
house projection system and 
LED TV during the mobile 
exhibition. People were also 
made aware and briefed 
about the proposed nuclear 
power plants and various 
issues through creative leaf-
lets and publications. 

Thousands People imparted awareness 
about nuclear power through NPCIL’s 

atom on wheel campaign

Amaravati (TSIT), Feb 18: 
“Are you supporting the 
person who belongs to the 
same criminal group, Jagan 
Mohan Reddy,” asked presi-
dent of the State unit of the 
TDP Palla Srinivas Yadav 
on Tuesday. 

In an open letter to 
YSRCP president Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, the State 
TDP President on raised 
serious questions regarding 
his meeting earlier in the 
day with, whom he called, a 
controversial leader 
Vallabhaneni Vamsi, cur-
rently in jail.

Palla, in his letter said 
that Vallabhaneni Vamsi, 
known for kidnapping and 
threatening Dalit employee 
Satyavardhan, has openly 
flouted the provisions of the 
SC,ST Atrocities Act. 
Jagan's meeting with Vamsi 
raises concerns about his 
endorsement of such indi-
viduals over the margin-

alised Dalit community, the 
TDP State president felt.

Vamsi has disrespected 
women’s rights, Palla said 
and questioned as to why 
the former chief minister, 
despite his rhetoric on wom-
en’s empowerment, has 
extended his support to 
such a person. Also, the for-
mer YSRCP MLA has 
resorted to destruction of 
the Telugu Desam Party 

office in Gannavaram and 
the subsequent illegal 
harassment of female work-
ers in the region has caused 
considerable harm, he 
added.

Why is Jagan offering 
support to such an individu-
al, Palla asked and said that 
Jagan's actions in the past, 
including posting obscene 
content about his own moth-
er and sister, put his com-
mitment to women’s rights 
under scrutiny.  Vamsi's 
involvement in the 
Sankalpa Siddi chit fund 
scam caused irreparable 
damage to the lives of 16,000 
innocent families, the TDP 
State chief said. Palla also 
mentioned that Vamsi is 
involved in illegal sand min-
ing, land encroachments 
and dubious activities in the 
region, including the take 
over of government lands 
and the unlawful construc-
tion of properties.

Are you backing a criminal, 
TDP AP chief asks Jagan

Amaravati (TSIT), Feb 18: 
YSRCP president and for-
mer chief minister Jagan 
Mohan Reddy on Tuesday 
alleged that there is a 
total breakdown of law 
and order in theState and 
the arrest of his party 
leader and former MLA 
Vallabhneni Vamsi 'in a 
false case' is a classic 
example of this.

Jagan Mohan Reddy 
met Vamsi in Vijayawada 
sub-jail on 'mulakhat' 
where the former MLA is 
lodged in a kidnapping 
and under provisions of 
SC,ST Atrocities Act. 
Later, talking to media 
persons, Jagan Mohan 
Reddy said that the TDP-led 
NDA Government has 
cooked up false charges 
against the former MLA in 
the case. There is a total 
breakdown of law and order 
in the State under the pres-
ent ruling dispensation, he 

alleged.
During the meeting, 

Jagan is understood to have 
hasked Vamsi to under-
stand the sequence of events 
leading to his arrest. 
Vamsi's wife, Pankaja Sri, 
accompanied Jagan  into 
the jail premises. Jagan's 

visit sparked significant 
activity in the area, with 
a large crowd gathering 
near the jail premises.

In response to the 
surge of YSRCP leaders 
and supporters assem-
bling at the jail, the 
police imposed stringent 
security measures. 
Unannounced restric-
tions were enforced, 
including barricades 
and the implementation 
of Section 144, prohibit-
ing large gatherings 
within a 500-meter radi-
us of the jail. 

The YSRCP leaders-
later condemned what 

they described as excessive 
police action, expressing 
anger over the restrictions 
imposed on party leaders.  
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s visit 
and the unfolding events 
indicate that the issue is 
likely to escalate politically 
in the coming days.

No law and order in AP, 
says Jagan

Deputy Chief Minister of the state Shri Pawan Kalyan 
and his wife Mrs. Ana Konidela took a holy dip at the 
Maha Kumbh Mela. Shri Pawan Kalyan's son Shri 
Akira Nandan and famous director Shri Trivikram 
participated in this holy dip.

Amaravati, Feb 18: 
Maintaining that the main 
objective of the State 
Government is to promot-
ing the academic sector to 
number one position in 
the country, Minister for 
Education, IT and 
Electronics Nara Lokesh 
here on Tuesday said that 
radical changes will be 
introduced in the curricu-
lum from KG to PG with 
creativity to achieve this 
goal.

The skills are being 
developed in such a way 
that a student soon after 
coming out of the college 
completing graduation 

should get employment, 
Nara Lokesh said after a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) is 
signed by the representa-
tives of the State 
Government with the 
Sulochanadevi Singhania 
School Trust in his pres-
ence. The MoU is entered 
into as part of the goal to 
meet the objectives of the 
national education policy.

As a first step to achieve 
the objective, the trust ini-
tially will bring in changes 
in the style of functioning 
of 14 schools in Tirupati 
district after assessing the 
skills of the teachers, the 

quality of their spoken 
English and linking the 
technology with the exist-
ing academic system. Over 

one lakh students are 
expected to get benefits of 
better educational stan-
dards through this  scheme 
to be implemented in a 
span of five years. The 
trust will later extend its 
services to Amaravati, 
Visakhapatnam and 
Kakinada.  

Chairman of the 
Singhania Group 
Gouatham Hari Singhania 
said that the main objec-
tive of the trust is to pre-
pare the students as skill-
ful by imparting them 
with the most advanced 
technology. Also, as part of 
this exercise the efficiency 

of the teachers too to be 
improved  to give quality 
education to their stu-
dents, he said. These train-
ing centers for teachers 
will be set up in 
V i j a y a w a d a , 
Visakhapatnam and 
Amaravati, he added.

"We will not only 
update the skills of the 
teachers in advanced 
technology but also 
impart training to them 
in digital tools. As prior-
ity is being accorded to 
improve the proficiency 
in English students will 
ultimately come out of 
their institutions with 

all the necessary skills to 
meet the requirements 
for their careers," 
Singhania felt.Director of 
the Singhania Group of 
Schools Revathi 
Srinivasan said that edu-
cation is the foundation 
for progress and the main 
target is to introduce the 
best global standards to 
the local schools. 
Independent Director of 
the Raymonds K 
Narasimha Murthy, Chief 
Financial Officer Naveen 
Sarma and several heads 
of the Singhania Group 
are present at the pro-
gramme.

State Govt signs MoU with Singhania Trust
Extending education along with creativity is AP Govt's objective, says Lokesh

AP Min fires ESIC 
hospital doctors, staff 

for negligence
Kakinada, Feb 18 (UNI) Andhra Pradesh Minister for 
Labour Vasamsetti Subhash was impatient on seeing 
that the duty doctors and staff were absent during his 
surprise visit to the ESIC hospital at Rajahmundry on 
Monday and ordered disciplinary action against the err-
ing staff. As a prompt follow-up action, the AP insurance 
medical services director has issued orders on Tuesday 
placing under suspension five doctors and four office 
staff with immediate effect.

The minister found that the doctors and staff were 
negligent in duties and leaving the hospital after signing 
the attendance register.

The minister was furious over the situation and 
issued instructions then and there itself for stringent 
action against the erring staff.

The ESIC Director informed the minister’s office of 
the action taken, making it clear that further detailed 
inquiry would be conducted against these suspended 
doctors and staff.

Telangana, AP men trapped in Myanmar 
cybercrime den plead for rescue

Hyderabad: A group of 
men from Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh, trapped in 
a cybercrime den in 
Myanmar near the Thailand 
border, have sent a desper-
ate plea for rescue. They are 
allegedly being held by 
Chinese gangs and forced 
into online scams, they man-
aged to share their live loca-
tion, voice messages, and 
videos with their families 
before losing communica-
tion.At least 150 Indians 

including 15 from Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh are 
reportedly being confined 
and coerced into fraudulent 
activities. One of the vic-
tims, Kokkirala Madhukar 
Reddy from Rangapeta vil-
lage in Karimnagar, reached 
out to his family before 
Wi-Fi and mobile access 
were taken away.

In a final voice message, 
Madhukar revealed, “Three 
of us from Telangana are 
here. Two more were 

brought in, but we don’t 
know where they are. There 
are about 40 of us outside, 

but many more are locked 
inside. They are cutting off 
Wi-Fi, seizing phones, and 

monitoring us. They know 
we are trying to contact 
Indian authorities.”His last 
known location placed him 
in a heavily guarded com-
pound near Ingyin Myaing, 
Myanmar.Duped by a fake 
job, now a prisoner in 
MyanmarAn MBA graduate, 
Madhukar had been work-
ing in Dubai since 2015 but 
returned to India earlier this 
year. Seeking opportunities, 
he responded to an online 
job offer for a data entry 

position in Bangkok with a 
promised salary of Rs 1.2 
lakh per month.However, 
after arriving on a visit visa, 
he was trafficked across the 
Myanmar border and forced 
into cybercrime operations.  
His father, Kokkirala 
Lakshma Reddy, a farmer, 
said, “Madhukar told us that 
around 10 Telugu-speaking 
men are in the camp, along 
with at least 150 Indians, 
including people from Bihar 
and Kerala.
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Sangareddy, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
istrict Collector Kranti 
Valluru conducted a review 
meeting on Tuesday to dis-
cuss summer drinking water 
issues, property tax collec-
tions, ration card verifica-
tion, housing inspections, 
and the progress of 
Indiramma Housing Scheme. 
The meeting was held via 
video conference from the 
Collectorate with Mandal 
Special Officers, Mandal 
Parishad officials, and 
MPDOs.During the review, 
the Collector directed offi-
cials to prepare a preemptive 
plan to tackle drinking water 
shortages in villages during 
summer. She instructed the 
identification of water sourc-
es in advance and empha-

sized the immediate imple-
mentation of necessary mea-
sures in areas facing acute 
shortages. She also suggested 
conducting a special drive to 
address water scarcity and 
ensuring timely actions at 
mandal and village levels. 
Any required repairs to 
water pipelines should be 
undertaken without delay, 
she added.Regarding proper-
ty tax collections, the 
Collector stressed that 100% 

collection should be ensured. 
She instructed Panchayat 
officials to create awareness 
among residents and educate 
them on the importance of 
paying taxes. She also urged 
house owners to come for-
ward and clear their dues.On 
ration card verification, the 
Collector emphasized the 
need for complete transpar-
ency in the process. She 
directed officials to ensure 
that only eligible beneficia-

ries receive ration cards and 
food supplies. She also 
instructed the issuance of 
new ration cards to deserving 
applicants.The progress of 
the Indiramma Housing 
Scheme was also reviewed. 
The Collector sought detailed 
information on completed 
houses, those under con-
struction, and upcoming 
projects. She emphasized 
that all relevant data should 
be readily available to the 
administration.Additionally, 
Mandal Special Officers were 
instructed to conduct regular 
inspections of schools, 
Gurukuls, and welfare hos-
tels. She stressed the impor-
tance of providing quality 
food and education to stu-
dents.

Collector reviews property tax collections, 
drinking water issues in villages

Medak Feb 18 (TSIT): 
Medak Parliament 
Congress party contested 
candidate Neelam Madhu 
Mudiraj along with local 
leaders on Tuesday visited 
Peddagattu (Gollagattu) 
Lingamantula Swamy, the 
second largest fair of 
Telangana being held in 
Durajpalli of erstwhile 
Nalgonda district's 
Suryapet constituency.

On this occasion, special 
poojas were performed for 
Aru Swami. The organizers 
offered a grand welcome to 
Madhu Mudiraj and felici-
tated him. Speaking on the 
occasion, Madhu Mudiraj 
said that the fairs conduct-
ed in Telangana are the dis-
tinct identity of our culture 
and traditions. Along with 
the fairs, the spiritual 
atmosphere in the villages 
will be used to and the 

unity among the 
people will spread.

Telangana's sec-
ond largest fair, 
P e d d a g a t t u 
( G o l l a g a t t u ) , 
L i n g a m a n t u l a 
Swamy is worshiped 
as deity by Yadavas. 

With the sound of dillem bal-
lem, they have said that they 
will all kneel down for the 
well being of all their people.

Madhu called for all the 
people to celebrate these 
festivals, which are held 
once every two years for 
five days in the midst of joy-
ful celebrations. With the 
blessings of the Swami, I 
wished that all the 
Telangana people should be 
happy and healthy. 
Congress senior leaders Dr 
Rammurti Yadav, MEPA 
state president Puli 
Devendar, Tungaturthi 
constituency Youth 
Congress president 
Ramesh, MEPA district 
president Kola Karunakar, 
Ashok, Linganna, Prasad, 
Naresh, Mahesh, Manohar, 
Vinay, Koti, Vikas, festival 
organisers, devotees, and 
others participated.

Neelam Madhu participates in 
Lingamanthula Swamy jatata

Minister reviews arrangements 
for Ramzan  in Telangana

Hyderabad, Feb 18 (IANS) 
Telangana's Minister for 
Backward Classes Welfare 
and Transport Ponnam 
Prabhakar on Tuesday 
reviewed the arrangements 
made for the Muslim holy 
month of Ramazan. The min-
ister held a high-level review 
meeting with top officials 
from all departments at the 
B.R. Ambedkar Telangana 
Secretariat and instructed all 
officials to work in coordina-
tion with each other and take 
all necessary steps to ensure 
better facilities for worship-
pers during Ramazan. He pro-
vided specific instructions to 
senior officers from various 
departments.He emphasised 

the need for uninterrupted 
electricity supply, clean water 
distribution, garbage dispos-
al, and other essential servic-
es in major mosques, key 
intersections, and across the 
city.The minister stated that 
the Telangana government 
focuses not only on Hyderabad 
but also on other Muslim-
majority areas across the 
state, ensuring essential 
arrangements during 
Ramazan. The meeting was 
attended by Chief Minister’s 
Advisor Mohammed Ali 
Shabbir, Hyderabad MLAs 
Ahmed Balala, Jaffar Hussain 
Meraj, Mozam Khan, 
Mohammed Majid Hussain 
and others.

Three cops, two forest officials in 
Telangana caught accepting taking bribes

Hyderabad, Feb 18 (IANS) 
Telangana’s Anti-
Corruption Bureau has 
caught three policemen and 
two forest officers red-hand-
ed while taking bribes in two 
separate incidents in the 
state on Tuesday.A Circle 
Inspector of Police and two 
police constables were 
caught while accepting the 
bribe in the Narayanpet dis-
trict. According to the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB), 
Gundemoni Chandra 
Shekar, Circle Inspector of 
Police, Makthal Police 
Station and police constables 
Singasani Shiva and Kurva 
Narsimhulu of the same 
police station were caught 
while taking a bribe to do an 
official favour.The police 
officials had demanded Rs 
40,000 for reducing the grav-

ity of the crime while filing a 
charge sheet in a case regis-
tered against the complain-
ant at the Makthal Police 
Station. They were caught 
while accepting Rs 20,000 
from the complainant to do 
an official favour.In another 
case, two forest officials 
were caught while taking 
bribes in the Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district. 
According to the anti-graft 
agency, Uday Kumar, Forest 
Range Officer, Komararam 
Range and Nunavath 
Harilal, Forest Beat Officer, 
Ellandu Division of the same 
range, were caught by the 
ACB officials for demanding 
and accepting Rs 30,000 bribe 
from the complainant for 
allowing gravel transporta-
tion from someone's patta 
land to lay the road.

BRS betrayed BCs with false 
promises: Bandru Shobharani
Hyderabad, Feb 18 
(TSIT): Women's 
W e l f a r e 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Chairman Bandru 
Shobharani criti-
cized the BRS 
party, accusing it 
of deceiving the 
Backward Classes 
(BCs) with empty 
promises. Speaking 
at Gandhi Bhavan, 
she stated that the BC 
community is aware 
of the party’s neglect 
and false assurances.

She took a dig at 
former MLC 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, 
questioning the pres-
ence of a true BC lead-
er in BRS. Shobharani 
claimed that 
Kavitha’s BC slogans 
were just a façade, 
and the party had 
failed to uplift BC 
communities.

Targeting BRS lead-
er K.T. Rama Rao 
(KTR), she alleged 

that he had no credi-
bility to speak on 
state development. 
She also criticized 
Bandi Sanjay, calling 
his statements reck-
less.

Shobharani further 
accused BRS of mis-
leading farmers, 
asserting that their 
struggles would not 
be resolved by the 
party’s political gim-
micks. She reaffirmed 
her party’s commit-
ment to ensuring real 
empowerment for 
BCs and farmers.

Kavitha slams TG Govt over 
resurvey of caste censes

Hyderabad Fen 18 (TSIT): 
Bharat Rashtra Samith 
(BRS) MLC K Kavitha on 
Tuesday, February 18 criti-
cised the Congress govern-
ment over a resurvey of the 
caste census in Telangana.

According to her, so far, 
the government has report-
edly received 43 requests 
for a resurvey for the 
Telangana caste census. 
Questioning the govern-
ment’s seriousness regard-
ing the matter, she stressed 
the need for a robust cam-
paign to ensure maximum 
participation and accurate 
data collection.

Citing a news report, the 
BRS MLC said that the low 

number of requests is “A 
glaring testament to the fail-
ure of the Telangana gov-
ernment in mobilising peo-
ple for the caste census 
resurvey.”In a post on X, 
she asked, “If the Congress 
government is serious about 
the resurvey then where is 
the outreach and result?” 
seeks real data on Telangana 
caste surveyOn Monday, the 
BRS MLC urged the 

Telangana government to 
furnish real data regarding 
the caste survey in 
Telangana. Kavitha urged 
Telangana chief minister A 
Revanth Reddy and Union 
minister Bandi Sanjay not 
to indulge in a debate on 
which caste the Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
belong to. “Our only con-
cern is the accurate data 
showing the number of 
Backward Classes (BCs) in 
Telangana. There is no need 
to debate whether Rahul 
Gandhi and Modi are from 
the backward classes or 
not,” she remarked.

TPCC Chief, Kodanda Ram attend rural 
doctors’ self-esteem assembly

Hyderabad, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
TPCC President and MLC 
Mahesh Kumar Goud, along 
with MLC Kodanda Ram, 
participated in the rural 
doctors’ self-esteem assem-
bly at Indira Park.

Speaking at the event, 
Goud criticized the previous 
BRS government for remov-
ing Dharna Chowk and 
emphasized that the 
Congress government has 
reinstated it to facilitate 
open discussions. He stated 
that discussions have been 
held with Health Minister 
Damodara Rajanarasimha 
regarding the concerns of 
Rural Medical Practitioners 
(RMPs) and Private Medical 
Practitioners (PMPs). He 

assured that while resolv-
ing their issues may take 
time, the Congress govern-
ment is committed to find-
ing a solution.Highlighting 
the Congress party’s pro-
poor policies, Goud reiter-
ated that the government 
stands for all communities 

and has been actively 
addressing healthcare and 
education challenges. He 
also mentioned that 30,000 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
(CMRF) checks have been 
cleared, reaffirming the par-
ty’s commitment to public 
welfare.
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There has been a rise 
in the number of med-
ical students leaving 
India to study abroad, 

with over 30,000 students 
going abroad every year. 
According to data from the 
National  Medical 
Commission, only 16 percent 
of foreign medical graduates 
pass the Foreign Medical 
Graduate Examination 
screening test. Due to NEET 
competition, high tuition, 
and a lack of domestic seats, 
India's healthcare system is 
plagued, leading to an 
increasing reliance on for-
eign education. With low 
tuition costs, streamlined 
admission processes, and rec-
ognized degrees, many coun-
tries are preferred destina-
tions for travel. Due to these 
factors, an increasing num-
ber of students are bridging 
the gap by pursuing medical 
education outside India, guar-
anteeing that they can still 
fulfill their aspirations of 
becoming a doctor. Indian 
students prefer international 
medical courses due to the 
easy application and admis-
sion process. Students can 
study English or a foreign 
language. Tuition costs 
around Rs 200,000 to Rs 
300,000 every year. No capita-
tion fee is required. Many 
international universities 
have received recognition 
from the World Health 
Organization and the Medical 
Council of India. Students are 
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Essence of the South

FAILURE OF PLANNING

The horrific New Delhi station stampede, 
which claimed 18 lives, was not an 
accident—it was a failure of planning, 
foresight and accountability. As thousands of 

pilgrims flocked to board trains for the Maha Kumbh 
Mela in Prayagraj, the authorities failed to anticipate 
and manage the massive rush, leading to tragic 
consequences. Former Railway Minister Pawan 
Kumar Bansal was blunt in his assessment: the 
ultimate responsibility lies with the Railway 
Minister. The government’s inability to put proper 
crowd control measures in place despite knowing 
the surge in travellers is a glaring oversight. The 
Maha Kumbh is not a surprise event; its scale and 
impact on railway traffic are well-documented. 
Why, then, was a tragedy of this magnitude allowed 

to unfold? In the wake of 
the disaster, the government 
swiftly announced Rs 10 
lakh compensation for each 
victim’s family and Rs 2.5 
lakh for the seriously 
injured, as per Indian 
Railways’ guidelines. 
However, reports of wads of 

cash being handed over at the station raise ethical 
concerns. The sheer optics of authorities distributing 
notes in violation of 2023 compensation guidelines 
that allow cash distribution of up to Rs 50,000 only 
add insult to injury. Instead of fixing systemic 
issues, is the government attempting damage 
control with cash payouts? Not surprisingly, the 
demand for Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s 
resignation has gained traction, with his history of 
deflecting blame for railway mishaps underlined. 
The government’s initial dismissal of the stampede 
as a ‘rumour’ further exposes its reluctance to 
acknowledge failures. Historically, ministers like Lal 
Bahadur Shastri and Nitish Kumar stepped down, 
taking moral responsibility for railway disasters. 
Will Vaishnaw do the same? Beyond resignations, 
systemic reforms are necessary. The Railways must 
overhaul its crowd management protocols, 
particularly during religious and festival rushes.

O
NLY weeks ago, 
Delhi and many 
other parts of north-
ern India emerged 

from a season of choking 
smog. Likewise in Lahore, 
where the provincial govern-
ment had to declare a health 
emergency, shut down 
schools and colleges, and 
order residents to stay at 
home. In the two Punjabs, 
Indian and Pakistani, an arid 
winter is making farmers 
nervous about the rabi crop. 
Jammu & Kashmir hasn’t 
had enough snowfall this 
year, which is bad news for 
its rivers. The Chenab has 
bottomed out already. 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) is undergoing a simi-
larly dry winter. The impact 
is felt all the way across in 
the Himalayas in Nepal, 
dependent for snow and rain 
on the same western distur-
bances that bring winter pre-
cipitation to northern India 
and Pakistan.

Across the entire region, 
climate change has affected 
livelihoods and is endanger-
ing lives. Typically, it is the 
poor that bear the brunt of 
extreme weather events. 
When global warming raises 
sea levels, threatening to 
engulf Mumbai, Karachi, 
Kolkata and Dhaka in fre-
quent flooding, extreme rain-
fall, cyclones and salinisa-
tion, it is the poorest in these 
large cities who will be the 
worst affected. The warming 
is also depleting marine 
resources, causing conflicts 
among fishers across bor-
ders, for example, between 

those from Tamil Nadu and 
Sri Lanka’s Jaffna.

In the face of these chal-
lenges, civil society groups 
and media representatives 
from South Asia gathered 
earlier this month to discuss 
the possibilities of regional 
cooperation for climate 
action. It is possible to imag-
ine that as the biggest econo-
my in the region, a rising 
world power and an aspiring 
leader of the Global South, 
India would have hosted the 
conference, in line with its 
Neighbourhood First policy. 
But that boat has sailed. The 
conference, which brought 
together about a hundred 
people, was held in Islamabad 
at the Jinnah Convention 
Centre, all spruced up after a 
recent facelift for the SCO 
Heads of Government meet-
ing that Pakistan hosted last 
October.

It was not the embattled 
government of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif that 
organised this ambitious 
conference. The event was 
put together and helmed by 
the leading Pakistani media 
group Dawn. Seamlessly cho-
reographed, the two-day con-
ference, ‘Breathe Pakistan 
— International Climate 
Change Conference’, packed 
in 14 sessions, had the back-
ing of several sponsors led by 
the provincial government of 
Punjab, the United Nations 
and the World Bank. Call it 
Track 2.5 or 3.5 or even 4. The 
visas, especially for invitees 
from India, would not have 
been possible without the 
official green light. I attend-
ed the event as a speaker in a 
session on the media’s role in 
climate action. Sonam 

Wangchuk, the famous 
Ladakh-based activist, and 
Harjeet Singh, the head of a 
climate resilience NGO, were 
among the others from India. 
Sunita Narain of the Centre 
for Science and Environment 
participated via Zoom.

The conference was being 
held against the rise of cli-
mate change-denying leaders 
in the US, and in other parts 
of the world — copycat 
‘Trumpism’, as Harjeet 
described the new American 
age during a session on 
‘Decarbonisation of South 
Asia’. The other elephant in 
the room was the absence of 
official engagement between 
the two biggest nations in the 

region, India and Pakistan. 
But that seemed to be the 
point: the climate emergency 
is too real, too here and now, 
to wait for conflict resolu-
tion, or for Trumpism to 
fade. In an ideal world, cli-
mate change should have 
been right up the street of 
SAARC — a one-time dream 
of regional cooperation that 
struggled with bilateral hos-
tilities from the start and is 
now comatose and brain-
dead. If India has been striv-
ing to set up regional coop-
eration without Pakistan 
(also known in Delhi circles 
as ‘SAARC-minus one’), 
think of the conference as a 
sort of riposte, albeit a civil 

society-driven one, that 
action against climate 
change cannot be envisioned 
in ‘minus one’ terms. 
Pakistan has been ravaged in 
recent years by floods of epic 
proportions, glacial melt, the 
degradation of the Indus 
basin ecosystem, winds from 
the west carrying dust, and 
smog of the same kind — and 
from similar sources — that 
paralyses life in north India 
for three months every year.

But that elephant is real, 
so what about it? Most par-
ticipants, including those 
from India, arrived on 
February 5, a day before the 
conference began. It was a 
national holiday for 

‘Kashmir Solidarity Day’. 
Hoardings and posters on the 
highway from the new air-
port described the solidarity 
with the favourite ‘Pakistan’s 
jugular vein’. But save for 
one small protest near the 
conference venue that van-
ished as quickly as it formed, 
the competitive speeches by 
political parties, the crowds 
from the madrasas, the josh 
that I recall covering in the 
2000s, were missing. Perhaps 
because Pakistan’s new pow-
ers that be cannot risk a 
large gathering on ‘D Chowk’ 
(D does not stand for democ-
racy, it’s just the shape of the 
junction), now barricaded off 
from Constitution Avenue 
and its VIP buildings — 
President’s House, National 
Assembly, Supreme Court, 
Prime Minister’s House, and 
various ministries. Or per-
haps because the circus got 
pushed to Rawalakot in PoK. 
After all, it’s no longer poli-
tic, what with the FATF and 
all watching, to have the 
heart of Islamabad resound 
with blood-curdling slogans 
against a neighbour.

Even so, Army Chief Gen 
Syed Asim Munir’s pledge in 
PoK to “fight 10 more wars 
for Kashmir” has to be set off 
against the sullen resent-
ment of the people of that 
territory against the 
Pakistan Army, and the 
nation’s economic abyss. 
Plus, Gen Munir has his own 
compulsions in the bruising 
conflict with ex-PM Imran 
Khan, whose popularity 
seems to have surpassed 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s at his 
peak. PM Shehbaz Sharif 
seemed more on point in his 
speech, emphasising dia-

logue with India, and in what 
sounded more like a memo to 
self, the need “for India to 
move out of the August 5, 
2019, mindset”. So, maybe 
behind the elephant are 
opportunities waiting to be 
discovered.

Meanwhile, another ele-
phant at the conference did 
not go unnoticed. The PM 
and his niece Maryam 
Nawaz, Chief Minister of the 
Punjab province, absented 
themselves from the inaugu-
ral ceremony, apparently 
because the CM of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, Ali 
Amin Gandapur of Imran’s 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, 
was invited too. Gandapur 
praised his jailed leader as a 
champion of climate action, 
and argued for federal equity 
in allocating funds for cli-
mate action. The absence of 
the top two leaders was the 
cause of media chatter about 
how Pakistan should sort out 
its internal conflicts before 
aspiring to bring nations of 
the region and beyond 
together. What the confer-
ence did though was to dem-
onstrate that civil society in 
the region is alive, vibrant 
and willing to build bridges 
across borders to share cli-
mate change best practices 
and knowledge. Wangchuk 
was the toast of the confer-
ence, his innovations for cli-
mate resilience exciting as 
much interest as the ‘discov-
ery’ that he was the inspira-
tion for Rancho, Aamir 
Khan’s character in Three 
Idiots. And one evening, the 
queen of Sufi music, Abida 
Parveen, sang her heart out 
and showed everyone how to 
make friends across borders.

In the absence of SAARC

Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

Why are Indian students leaving 
country to become doctors?

NIRUPAMA RAO

(Is the quality of education better or something else?)
exposed to a multicultural setting that broad-
ens their life experiences and knowledge. With 
good educational quality, their degrees are 
recognized across international borders. 
Indian medical students are increasingly leav-
ing the country due to intense competition for 
domestic seats. Students in India seek options 
abroad due to fierce competition, often in 
countries where medical regulations are lax.

Since India has only one medical seat for 
every 22 applicants, more than 20,000 students 
are forced to study abroad each year in coun-
tries such as China, Russia, and Ukraine. But 
the uneven quality of curriculum at many 
international medical schools affects students' 
employability and agility. Foreign graduates' 
access to India's healthcare system is delayed 
because they must pass the Foreign Medical 
Graduate Examination and complete an 
internship. Of the 32,000 Indian students who 
took the Foreign Medical Graduate 
Examination last year, only 4,000 qualified. 
For these students and families, high tuition 
costs, unstable economies, and security 
threats in some countries are burdensome. 
The conflict between Russia and Ukraine led 
to the displacement of more than 24,000 Indian 
medical students, resulting in financial losses 
and an uncertain academic future. India's 
shortage of doctors is getting worse as more 
foreign-trained medical professionals choose 
to practice abroad because of better opportuni-
ties there. The first change is to expand the 
number of medical seats to meet the domestic 
demand for medical education. 10,000 more 
medical seats will be added in 2025; India has a 
five-year target of 75,000 additional seats. 
Affordable medical colleges must be estab-
lished to increase access to education in 
underprivileged areas. Access to medical edu-
cation has increased by opening new govern-
ment medical colleges and expanding AIIMS 
in tier-2 and tier-3 cities.

Private investment must be encouraged 
while maintaining high-quality instruction 
and reasonable costs. Institutions such as the 
Caribbean and Manipal College of Medical 
Sciences (Nepal) demonstrate that Indian 
institutions can grow domestically under a 
public-private partnership model. Reducing 
reliance on NEET is important by implement-
ing more open admission processes and mul-
tiple entry routes. Bridge courses and alterna-
tive admission systems have been suggested 
by the National Medical Commission in an 
attempt to broaden selection criteria. 
International campuses must be promoted by 
Indian universities to serve Indian students. 
The international expansion of the IITs and 
the Manipal Group suggests a model in which 

Indian medical schools operate international-
ly under Indian regulations.

To strengthen medical education and intern-
ships, we must implement reforms that guar-
antee the provision of high-quality healthcare. 
Bringing Indian medical education at par with 
international standards and mandatory intern-
ships in rural areas is needed. To emphasize 
patient care and practical skills, the 
Competency-Based Medical Education (CBME) 
curriculum was implemented in 2019. Investing 
in state-of-the-art laboratories, clinical experi-
ence, and medical faculty training is a must. 
Modern simulation labs and e-learning plat-
forms for medical colleges are needed through 
AIIMS and NMC reforms. Regular assessment 
of government and private medical schools is 
necessary to guarantee uniformity.The 
National Exit Test (NEXT), administered by 
the NMC, seeks to standardize licensing exams 
for medical graduates from both India and 
abroad. Providing better working conditions, 
incentives, and higher salaries in both urban 
and rural areas is essential. The Pradhan 
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) 
seeks to establish AIIMS-like institutions in 
underprivileged areas. Using technology to 
increase access to training and healthcare is 
imperative. Healthcare delivery in remote 
areas has improved thanks to the e-Sanjeevani 

telemedicine initiative, which has enabled 
over 14 crore consultations. A three-pronged 
strategy to increase medical seats, regulate 
private college tuition, and strengthen FMG 
integration is essential. The NMC's 2023 
reforms regarding faculty standards and medi-
cal seat distribution are positive steps. Also, 
encouraging rural service and creating public-
private partnerships can improve quality and 
access while guaranteeing India's indepen-
dence. I have nothing bad to say about this 
migration to get medical education from India. 
In India, medical education is extremely expen-
sive. The barriers to entry are irrational. I feel 
that many more students are capable of becom-
ing doctors. India desperately needs more doc-
tors, especially those willing to work in the 
rural areas of the country. Medical education 
in Central Asia is not bad, given the achieve-
ments of these countries in healthcare.Colleges 
there will function more effectively and sus-
tainably if they use Indian student enrollment 
to increase capacity utilization and generate 
additional income. If this helps a group of 
Indian students become doctors, it is a win-win 
situation for both parties. There is also the pos-
sibility of failure. Some people may not be able 
to meet the requirements to work in India. 
Some sub-agents or private contractors may 
withhold some relevant information in an 
attempt to attract more students. Then there 
may be emergency situations, such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic in China or the war in 
Ukraine. These may result in a group of stu-
dents suffering significant losses. The Indian 
government's policy is not very good at help-
ing students even in emergency situations. 
The only action the Indian government has 
taken with regard to medical education 
abroad is to make the qualifying examination 
for practicing in India more stringent. The 
question of how tough such an examination 
should be is controversial. The main issue is 
whether there are enough qualified medical 
professionals in India or whether it is aimed 
at preventing people from pursuing medical 
education abroad.

Due to the stiff competition for the few seats available in domestic medical institutions and the fact 
that some countries offer very low tuition fees, Indian students often choose to pursue medical educa-

tion abroad. This allows them to receive high-quality medical education at a more affordable cost. 
Other attractive factors include exposure to various international medical practices, high tuition fees in 
private colleges, exposure to international medical practices, and high-quality education in some coun-

tries. Therefore, the main aim of these students is to pursue medical education and return to India. 
(Even though some may want to settle abroad, this trend may not be very different from those pursu-
ing medical training in India). Therefore, their ability to pass foreign medical graduation exams is the 

main concern. Will the government abolish it and replace it with a single exam for all students, whether 
the degree is from India or abroad? The main issue is whether India has enough qualified medical pro-

fessionals or if it is aimed at preventing people from pursuing medical education abroad.
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India, US don’t compete as much as they 
complement each other: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
Union Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, 
Piyush Goyal, on 
Tuesday, said India and 
the United States do not 
compete as much as they 
complement each other, 
and discussions are 
underway with various 
stakeholders, both within 
and outside the govern-
ment, to strengthen trade 
ties between the two 
nations.

India's efforts to double 
trade with the United 
States to $500 billion by 
2030 were underscored by 
the Union Minister in his 
virtual address at the 
NDTV Profit Conclave.

"This is a relationship 
between two friendly 
nations, trusted partners, 
and powerful democra-
cies. We do not compete 
as much as we comple-
ment each other," said 
Goyal. The Union 
Minister highlighted that 
India's position in global 
trade negotiations had 

been strengthened due to 
its focus on protecting 
domestic industries from 
non-market economies 
that lack transparent 
trading systems. "Our 
biggest concern has been 
economies that do not 
give equal access to India 
when we are trading with 

them. To protect domestic 
industries, higher tariffs 
have often been resorted 
to," he stressed.

A similar concern was 
noted for the US, where 
lower tariffs have led to 
market disruptions due to 
an influx of goods from 
such economies.

"In a way, the problem 
of America is the same as 
India's...What we are 
working on is finding a 
way to resolve this issue 
for both countries," 
Goyal said.

According to the Union 
Minister, trade relations 
between India and the US 

have already been bol-
stered through strategic, 
bilateral, and multilater-
al engagements, includ-
ing defence ties, educa-
tion, and people-to-people 
connections. Apex busi-
ness chambers have 

hailed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to 
the US as a landmark 
event in strengthening 
India-US trade and 
investment relations. 
There were several tan-
gible outcomes from the 
PM’s visit to the US. 
These include strength-
ening cooperation in 
defence, terrorism, ener-
gy security covering both 
fossil fuels and nuclear 
power, trade and invest-
ment besides leveraging 
India's human capital.

Another major out-
come is the development 
of a US-India roadmap for 
accelerating AI 
Infrastructure by the end 
of the year. The ambi-
tious target of $500 billion 
bilateral trade by 2030 is 
eminently achievable 
while agreement on nego-
tiation for a Bilateral 
Trade Agreement would 
pave the way for new 
trade and investment 
opportunities between 
the two nations.

Our vision is to make 
India  'water secure nation' 

by 2047: C.R. Patil

Jaipur, Feb 18 (TSIT): Union 
Jal Shakti Minister C.R. 
Patil said on Tuesday that 
the Union government is 
committed to making India 
a 'water-secure nation' by 
2047. He also cited Prime 
Minister Modi’s focus on 
sanitation, which led to the 
construction of 12 crore toi-
lets, benefiting 60 crore peo-
ple and significantly reduc-
ing waterborne diseases 
such as diarrhoea.

“Under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, 15 crore house-
holds now have access to 
clean drinking water, and 25 
lakh women have been 
trained in water purity test-
ing. The Union government 
is committed to making 
India a water-secure nation 
by 2047,” said the minister 

while addressing the second 
All India Conference of 
State Water Ministers in 
Udaipur.He added that the 
‘Catch the Rain’ initiative, 
aimed at promoting rainwa-
ter harvesting, has also 
gained momentum, with 
migrants contributing to 
the construction of recharge 
wells in villages.

Patil announced that 
Rajasthan would receive an 
increased water supply 
under the revised PKC Link 
Project, ensuring signifi-
cant future benefits. He also 
emphasised the importance 
of a prompt agreement 
between Rajasthan and 
Haryana under the Yamuna 
Water Accord to facilitate 
surplus water transfer to 
Rajasthan. 

President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu meets with the Amir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad AL Thani, in New Delhi

Maha govt sets up enforcement cell to curb 
illegal fishing, increase maritime safety

Mumbai, February 18 (IANS) 
The Maharashtra Fisheries 
Department has set up an 
enforcement cell to take strict 
action against unauthorised 
fishing boats and thereby ensure 
sustainable fishing and mari-
time security in the maritime 
areas, officials said.

State Fisheries and Ports 
Minister Nitesh Rane on 
Tuesday said that the depart-
ment's move to launch drone 
patrolling in coastal areas for 
maritime security is showing 
good results.

The enforcement cell will be 
headed by the Commissioner of 
Fisheries Department and its 
members will include the 
District Collectors and 
Superintendents of Police of the 
seven coastal districts of Palghar, 
Thane, Mumbai City, Mumbai 
Suburban, Raigad, Ratnagiri and 
Sindhudurg, and Deputy 
Secretary of Fisheries 
Department.The Joint 
Commissioner of Fisheries 
(Marine) will be the Member 
Secretary.Minister Rane said 
that the enforcement cell will 
work to suggest measures to pre-
vent illegal fishing in the mari-
time areas of the state, study the 
structure of the cell, constitu-
tional framework and provision 
of funds, study the resources and 
manpower required to control 
illegal fishing and suggest mea-
sures to the government in this 

regard.The cell will also step up 
patrolling of the maritime areas 
of the state 24 hours a day, 
enforce maritime laws, take 
action against unauthorised 
boats spotted during patrols as 
per maritime law, seize boats, 
auction the fish caught on them 
and examine photographs and 
videos taken by drones during 
patrols to get information about 
unauthorised boats."Migrant 
fishing boats come to the state's 
maritime area and do fishing ille-
gally. Due to this, it harms the 
production of local traditional 
fishermen. Also, the government 
is taking stern action against 
LED fishing and protecting the 
interests of the local fishing com-
munity. The enforcement cell 
will help further enhance mari-

time security. The cell will obtain 
information about the necessary 
equipment in the coastal areas 
and ensure its availability," the 
Minister added.He has instructed 
that all the members of this cell 
should work responsibly and 
cooperatively.Rane said that the 
functioning of the enforcement 
cell will help bring discipline to 
coastal security and fishing.It 
will also be possible to control 
illegal movements of boats and 
take strict action, he added.He 
emphasised the need to remove 
encroachments on the coast. He 
asked the department to prepare 
an action plan in this regard and 
ensure that all the land owned by 
the Fisheries department are 
encroachment-free in the next 
three months.

National education policy will bring a 
big change in country: Dattatraya

Chandigarh (JAG 
MOHAN THAKEN), 
February 18 – Haryana 
Governor Bandaru 
Dattatraya said that the 
National Education 
Policy-2020 is going to bring 
a big change in the country. 
This will give a new guid-
ance to the young genera-
tion through innovation, 
technology, research, educa-
tion, culture and moral val-
ues. When all the students 
move forward with new 
thinking, then by the year 
2047, a developed India of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's dreams will definite-
ly be created.

The Governor, who is also 
the Chancellor of 
Kurukshetra University, 
was addressing the students 
after giving PhD, postgradu-
ate and graduate degrees at 
the 34th convocation of 
Kurukshetra University 
Tuesday.

While congratulating the 
students who received 
degrees and gold medals, 
Bandaru Dattatraya said the 
bright future of the country 
can be seen in these stu-
dents. After this 34th convo-
cation, a new journey will 
begin in the lives of all the 

students. Parents and teach-
ers will have a lot of expecta-
tions from this journey. 
Some students will be look-
ing for jobs and some will 
move forward towards their 
business. He said looking at 
the talent of the students, it 
is seen that after receiving 
degrees from Kurukshetra 
University, most of the stu-
dents will achieve a position 
not as job seekers but as job 
providing institutions.He 
said many challenges will 
come up in this new path. 
All the students have to face 
these challenges and achieve 
their goal. To achieve this, 
the students will have to 
move forward with hard 

work and honesty.
Congratulating and wishing 
Kurukshetra University on 
getting A-plus-plus grade 
and 41st ranking of NIRF, 
the Governor said due to the 
hard work of the university 
administration, teachers 
and employees, the univer-
sity is moving ahead at a fast 
pace on the path of progress. 
This university is the oldest 
university of the state; there-
fore, the students will have 
to always keep in mind the 
education and values 
received from Kurukshetra 
University.

Governor and Chancellor 
of Kurukshetra University 
Dattatraya also felicitated 

Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini with the Honorary 
degree of Doctor of 
Literature for his outstand-
ing contribution in social 
and political field at the 34th 
convocation of the universi-
ty. Along with this, former 
ISRO Chairman Dr. S. 
Somanath, who did remark-
able work in the field of sci-
ence and increased India's 
pride in space, was also hon-
oured with an honorary 
degree and Goyal Peace 
Prize by the university.

The Chief Minister Saini 
said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision is 
that when we celebrate 100 
years of India's 
Independence, our country 
should become a developed 
nation. India should become 
the dream of those revolu-
tionary heroes who sacri-
ficed everything to liberate 
India. By realizing this 
vision, the youth will have 
the most important contri-
bution in making a ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ by the year 2047. 
Therefore, the youth have to 
become mentally, physically 
and morally strong and 
achieve the goals of life.

 Nayab Singh Saini said 
the first President of India, 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad laid the 
foundation stone of 
Kurukshetra University in 
1956. Since then, the univer-
sity has travelled a long 
journey of development. He 
said Haryana has made a 
distinct identity as a leading 
state in the country by pro-
gressing in education, 
sports, cultural, research 
and industrial sectors. 
Kurukshetra University has 
a significant contribution in 
this identity. He said on the 
strength of the capacity of 
such educational institu-
tions, Haryana has fully 
implemented the National 
Education Policy.

The Chief Minister said 
till a decade ago, daughters 
in Haryana had to go to far-
flung colleges to get higher 
education. Due to this, most 
of the daughters were 
deprived of education. 
Understanding their pain, 
the government prepared a 
roadmap and resolved to 
establish a college every 20 
kilometres. In the last 10 
years, 79 colleges were 
opened, out of which 30 are 
for girls only. He said the 
government's aim is that 
every child gets a quality 
education near his home.  

Maha Kumbh turned into ‘Mrityu Kumbh’, 
stampede death toll suppressed, says Mamata
Kolkata Feb 18 (TSIT)West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Tuesday asserted 
that the Maha Kumbh had 
turned into a "Mrityu Kumbh" 
due to the incidents of stam-
pede, claiming that the actual 
death toll at the religious gath-
ering was suppressed by author-
ities.At least 30 people died and 
60 were injured in a stampede in 
Uttar Pradesh's Prayagraj last 
month, while 18 people lost their 
lives in a recent stampede at an 
overcrowded New Delhi railway 
station. “They have hidden hun-
dreds of bodies to bring down 
the toll. The Maha Kumbh has 
turned into a ‘Mrityu Kumbh’ 
under the BJP rule,” Banerjee 
said during an address in the 
state assembly.

Banerjee termed the stam-
pede at the Maha Kumbh “deep-
ly heartbreaking”, and stressed 
the need for better planning and 
management at large religious 
gatherings to ensure public safe-
ty. “The tragic loss of lives in 
such incidents highlights the 
importance of careful planning, 
especially when it comes to the 
safety of citizens,” she said.

The chief minister also criti-
cised the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment for creating a hype around 

the Maha Kumbh “without mak-
ing proper arrangements”.

“So many people died in the 
Maha Kumbh (stampede) inci-
dent, but they are not releasing 
the correct death toll. They cre-
ated such a hype about the 
event, and yet there were no 
proper arrangements at the 
venue,” she said. Banerjee went 
on to highlight the plight of the 
West Bengal residents who died 
in the stampede, alleging that 
their bodies were sent back 
without proper documentation, 
making it difficult for the fami-
lies to receive compensation.

“We conducted post-mortem 
to ensure that their families got 
the death certificates,” she said. 
The chief minister also slammed 
the “VIP culture” at the Maha 
Kumbh. “While I avoided the 
holy dip to prevent inconve-
nience to common people, the 
event saw special treatment for 
VIPs,” Banerjee noted. She also 
pointed out that despite the 
stampede incident, no investiga-
tion committee had been set up 
by the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, unlike in West Bengal, 
where probe panels are consti-
tuted following such tragedies.

Union Minister of 
Commerce and 
Industry, Piyush 
Goyal, on Tuesday, 
said India and the 
United States do 
not compete as 
much as they com-
plement each other, 
and discussions are 
underway with vari-
ous stakeholders, 
both within and 
outside the govern-
ment, to strengthen 
trade ties between 
the two nations.
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Xiti Weaves to unveil grand pattu 
cheera Collection in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, February 
2025: Xiti Weaves is set to 
launch its highly anticipat-
ed Grand Pattu Cheera 
Collection on February 18, 
2025, at their Road No. 45, 
Jubilee Hills showroom. 
The event will be graced by 
renowned heroine 
Priyanka Arul Mohan, 
along with Xiti Managing 
Directors Soujanya, Bobby 
Tikka, and T. Srinivas, 
who will present the latest 
collection. The brand con-
tinues to live up to its 
motto, "Saree for Every 
Reason, Saree for Every 
Season."

Speaking about the col-
lection, Priyanka Arul 
Mohan expressed, "Sarees 

are an integral part of 
Indian culture, symboliz-
ing tradition and elegance. 
The best saree brands offer 
a perfect blend of rich heri-
tage, intricate designs, and 
top-notch craftsmanship 
that cater to diverse tastes. 

Xiti Weaves provides a 
one-stop solution for 
designer wear sarees, 
including organza, 
georgette, chiffons, hand-
loom, and traditional 
styles."Soujanya, one of the 
co-founders of Xiti Weaves, 

shared the brand's journey, 
"Founded two years ago, 
Xiti Weaves has already 
earned over 250,000 organic 
followers on Instagram. 
Our designs are inspired 
by Indian weavers' folk-
lore, indigenous crafts-
manship, culture, and tra-
ditional patterns. We have 
become a favorite among 
saree enthusiasts due to 
our intricate designs and 
vibrant colors. Whether 
it’s for a wedding or a for-
mal event, Xiti Weaves 
offers the perfect drape to 
enhance elegance. Our 
sarees are sourced from 
various parts of India, 
ensuring diversity and 
authenticity."

Hyderabad sets Guinness World Record with 
massive human dove formation for peace

Hyderabad, Feb 18 : 
Hyderabad witnessed a 
historic moment as 2,111 
individuals came togeth-
er to form the world’s 
largest human image of a 
dove, symbolizing peace. 
Organized by the Sudha 
Reddy Foundation, this 
remarkable feat has been 
officially recognized as a 
Guinness World Record.

Held at the Lords 
Institute of Engineering 
& Technology from 7:00 
AM to 10:00 AM, the 
event saw participants 
dressed in white, creat-
ing a stunning aerial for-
mation. The initiative 
aimed to promote unity 
and emphasize the 
importance of global 
peace and harmony.

Philanthropist Sudha 

Reddy, the driving force 
behind the foundation, 
expressed immense pride 
in this achievement. 

"This record is more 
than just numbers; it is a 
powerful testament to 
the human aspiration for 

peace," she stated. The 
foundation acknowl-
edged the dedication of 
the participants, whose 
collective spirit turned 
this ambitious vision 
into reality.

The Guinness World 
Record accomplishment 
is expected to inspire 
similar initiatives world-
wide, encouraging com-
munities to embrace the 
principles of peace and 
solidarity.

The Sudha Reddy 
Foundation continues its 
commitment to social 
welfare, education, and 
community develop-
ment, working with glob-
al organizations like 
UNICEF, the Global Gift 
Foundation, and the 
Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation.

Hyderabad, Feb 15 (TSIT) : 
The Mining Engineers’ 
Association of India (MEAI), 
Hyderabad Chapter success-
fully concluded the two-day 
National Conference on 
‘Mining the Minerals: Way 
Forward Towards 
Atmanirbhar Viksit Bharat 
2047’. The second day fea-
tured a series of impactful 
deliberations on critical 
issues concerning the mining 
sector, its future policies and 
technological advancements.

The valedictory session 
was presided over by Shri V. 
Suresh,  Director 
(Commercial), NMDC Ltd., 
who served as the Chief 
Guest for the occasion. Shri 
N. Balram, Chairman & 
Managing Director, SCCL, 
was the Guest of Honour. 
Other distinguished attend-
ees included Shri B. 
Vishwanath, IRSS, Chief 
Vigilance Officer, NMDC 
Ltd.; Shri B. Surender 
Mohan, Former CMD, NLC 
India Ltd.; Shri A. K. Shukla, 
Former CMD, HCL; and Shri 
P.K. Satpathy, Former 
Director (Production), NMDC 
Ltd. who contributed to dis-
cussions on mining innova-
tion, sustainability, and poli-
cy reforms.

The second day of the con-
ference commenced with 
expert discussions on the 
impact of the MMDR Act, 
amendments in royalty struc-
tures, mining of minor min-
erals, and policy reforms 
shaping the sector’s future. 
Eminent speakers provided 
valuable insights into the 
legal and economic implica-
tions of regulatory frame-
works and the necessary 

interventions to foster 
growth.Technical sessions 
focused on the extraction of 
manganese and bauxite from 
waste or low-grade ores, 
ammonia beneficiation of 
low-grade iron ores and 
advancements in sustainable 
mining practices. Industry 
experts shared innovations 
that could drive efficiency 
and sustainability in mineral 
processing.

Shri Vinay Kumar 
Director (Technical)NMDC 
Ltd. & Chairman MEAI 
Hyderabad Chapter in his 
concluding remarks men-
tioned, “As we gather here at 
the conclusion of this remark-
able national conference, I 
stand before you with a pro-
found sense of gratitude and 
optimism. Over the past one 
and a half days, we have 
engaged in deep discussions, 
shared transformative ideas, 
and collectively envisioned 
the future of India’s mining 
sector for Viksit Bharat 2047.

As India approaches 
its100th year of independence 
in 2047, themining sector will 

play a pivotal role in driving 
self-reliance and economic 
growth. The conference 
began with aninaugural ses-
sion, where industry leaders 
laid a strong foundation by 
emphasizing theneed for poli-
cy reforms, increased explo-
ration, sustainable mining, 
decarbonization, skill devel-
opment, and attracting young 
talent. While India has long 
been dominant in bulk min-
erals, our focus must now 
expand to critical and minor 
minerals, where we lag 
behind many global econo-
mies. Without addressing 
this gap, achieving true min-
eral security will remain a 
challenge.

The MEAI conference 
stressed key industry-wide 
concerns, such as the need 
for policy reforms, decarbon-
ization, automation, and 
AI-driven mining technolo-
gies. A significant point 
raised was theimpact of 
"greenflation"—the rising 
commodity prices caused by 
the green energy transition—
and how we must strategical-

ly position ourselves to main-
tain a balance between sus-
tainability and affordability. 
We cannot afford to merely 
react to these challenges; we 
must proactively lead the 
global transition toward sus-
tainable mining practices 
while ensuring economic 
competitiveness.”

Addressing the conference, 
Shri V Suresh, Director 
(Commercial), NMDC Ltd. 
remarked, “India’s mining 
sector is the backbone of eco-
nomic progress and will be 
pivotal in achieving Viksit 
Bharat by 2047. Sustainable 
mining, technological inno-
vation, skill development, 
policy reforms, and global 
partnerships will define the 
future of the industry. Our 
collective efforts will drive a 
self-reliant and environmen-
tally responsible mining sec-
tor.”

Addressing the conference, 
Shri N. Balram, Chairman & 
Managing Director, SCCL, 
remarked, “India’s mining 
industry must evolve with 
innovation and sustainable 
policies to support national 
progress. Strengthening 
domestic mining capabilities 
is crucial to reducing depen-
dency on imports and foster-
ing economic resilience.”

Shri P.K. Satpathy, Former 
Director (Production), NMDC 
Ltd., stated, “The role of min-
ing in ensuring India’s indus-
trial and infrastructure 
growth cannot be overstated. 
By integrating advanced 
technology and responsible 
resource practices, we can 
unlock new opportunities in 
the critical mining sector as 
well.”

MEAI Hyderabad chapter concludes 
conference on mining, self-reliance

Bhutan PM to grace the SOUL Leadership 
Conclave in New Delhi

New Delhi, February 18, 
2025: The upcoming first edi-
tion of the SOUL Leadership 
Conclave, which is being 
inaugurated by Hon’ble PM 
Shri Narendra Modi, will 
also welcome H.E. Dasho 
Tshering Tobgay, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of Bhutan as 
the Guest of Honour for its 
Inaugural Session on Friday, 
21st February, at the Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi. A 
strong advocate of Bhutan’s 
unique Gross National 
Happiness Index, he has spo-
ken on leadership, conserva-
tion, climate change, pover-
ty, democracy, and happi-
ness at the United Nations, 
TED, and various interna-

tional conferences. At his 
Keynote Address for the 
SOUL Leadership Conclave 
he will share leadership les-
sons from his life journey. 
Notably, he has been a key 
participant in Bhutan’s 
transition to a parliamenta-

ry democracy; having played 
a pivotal role in founding 
the People’s Democratic 
Party, the first registered 
political party in Bhutan for 
which he continues to serve 
as president.The School of 
Ultimate Leadership (SOUL) 
is an upcoming premier, pri-
vately funded leadership 
institution in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. The maiden edition 
of the SOUL Leadership 
Conclave will bring together 
distinguished leaders from 
various sectors, including 
politics, sports, arts, media, 
business, public policy, and 
the social sector, to share 
their personal leadership 
journeys, engage in insight-

ful conversations, and offer 
transformative leadership 
experiences to inspire the 
next generation of thinkers 
and doers. SOUL Leadership 
Conclave is set to take place 
at Bharat Mandapam, New 
Delhi, on February 21st and 
22nd, 2025, marking a new 
chapter in leadership dis-
course. The event will be 
livestreamed on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/
live/2ckwax3wnjY The 
event will feature candid 
conversations and insightful 
sessions, where the speakers 
will share key moments 
from their leadership jour-
neys, both their successes 
and failures. 

Mumbai, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
The Nifty index could 
reach 25,000 by December 
2025, driven by a revival 
in consumer spending, 
improved employment 
trends and easing foreign 
investor selling, a new 
report said on Tuesday.

According to Emkay 
Institutional Equities, 
the Indian stock market 
is expected to remain vol-
atile in the near term, but 
a recovery is likely in the 
second half of 2025.The 
research firm has project-
ed that the first quarter of 
2025 is likely to witness 
increased market fluctua-
tions due to weak demand 
and global uncertainties.

However, from the sec-
ond half of the year, a 
pickup in retail lending, 
better liquidity condi-
tions, and government 
welfare spending are 
expected to support eco-
nomic recovery and boost 
market sentiment.

“Markets tend to over-
react and overextend on 
both, the upside and the 
downside,” said Nirav 
Sheth from Emkay 
Global Financial 
Services. He added that 
the bottoming process is 
usually volatile which 

we are currently 
witnessing."We estimate 
that the worst of the 
earnings downgrade 
cycle is behind us and 
expect a recovery in the 
second half of the fiscal – 
triggered by renewed 
government spending 
and tax relief led con-
sumption spend. It is 
time to buy,” Sheth men-
tioned. On a sectoral 
level ,  Emkay 
Institutional Equities 
maintains an Overweight 
stance on discretionary 
consumption, real estate, 
and healthcare. However, 
it remains cautious about 
financials, consumer sta-
ples, and materials due to 
valuation concerns and 
structural challenges. 
The firm also noted that 
foreign portfolio investor 
(FPI) selling, which has 
been a major concern for 
the market, is likely to 
subside by the second 
quarter of 2025.

STOCK MARKET TO REBOUND BY 2ND HALF THIS 
YEAR, NIFTY AT 25,000 ON HORIZON CREDAI Hyderabad releases comprehensive 

report on city's real estate sector

Hyderabad 18th Feb 
(TSIT) : CREDAI 
Hyderabad, in collabora-
tion with CRE Matrix, has 
released a detailed zone-
wise analysis of the city’s 
real estate market, shed-
ding light on key trends 
and future growth poten-
tial in both the residential 
and commercial sectors. 
The *Hyderabad Office 
Market Report – Q4 CY'24* 
and *Hyderabad Housing 
Market Report – Q4 CY'24* 
provide an in-depth over-
view of Hyderabad's evolv-
ing real estate landscape.

The residential sector 
report reveals a 17% 

increase in the average 
ticket size for Q4 CY'24 
compared to the previous 
year, indicating strong 
demand for premium 
properties. Hyderabad 
North West emerged as 
the dominant market, con-
tributing 64% of total sales 
value, amounting to 19,826 
crore. The South West 
region saw the highest per 
square foot value at 11,277, 
further highlighting the 
growing demand for high-
end residential spaces.

In the commercial real 
estate sector, the report 
reveals a 2.2x surge in 
transactions greater than 

1 lakh square feet between 
Q4 CY'23 and Q4 CY'24, 
along with a 26% increase 
in co-working demand. 
The city is expected to add 
17 million square feet of 
Grade A/A+ office supply 
by the end of 2024, with 
Gachibowli accounting for 
58% of the supply.

CREDAI Hyderabad’s 
leaders highlighted the 
city’s robust real estate 
growth. Mr. V. Rajashekar 
Reddy, President of 
CREDAI Hyderabad, 
praised the ongoing buyer 
confidence in the residen-
tial market, while also 
underscoring Hyderabad’s 
continued growth in the 
commercial space sector, 
reaffirming its status as a 
leading business hub.

The residential market 
remains active, with 16,644 
units sold in Q4 CY'24 and 
11,081 new launches. As 
the city’s infrastructure 
expands and policies con-
tinue to favor real estate 
growth, Hyderabad 
remains a preferred desti-
nation for homebuyers 
and investors, ensuring 
continued development 
across all sectors.

London-based tech-
nology company 
Nothing has announced 
today that Phone (3a) 
Series will feature a 
pro-level camera sys-
tem which allows users 
to capture true-to-life 
smartphone photos 
and videos in any envi-
ronment. Phone (3a) 
Series performs like a 
flagship photography 
smartphone while com-
bining a new periscope 
lens with AI clarity-
enhancing algorithms.

Phone (3a) Series will 

feature significant 
camera improvements 
compared to its prede-
cessor, Phone (2a). One 
of the most significant 
upgrades is the addi-
tion of the 50MP peri-
scope lens offering 3x 
optical zoom, 6x in-sen-
sor zoom, and 60x ultra 
zoom, delivering crisp 
and detailed macro 
shots, and 70 mm por-
trait-perfect focal 
l e n g t h . N o t h i n g ’ s 
TrueLens Engine 3.0 
harnesses elite hard-
ware to produce profes-

sional-grade, true-to-
life photography 
through a combination 
of AI tone mapping and 
scene detection. 
TrueLens Engine 
understands every 
image and tunes it to 
strike a classic photo-
graphic balance with 
next-generation com-
putational technology.

Phone (3a) Series’s 
50MP main sensor cap-
tures even 64% more 
light at a pixel level 
meaning it has a 300% 
greater full well capac-
ity versus Phone (2a). 
All of this enables more 
depth and clarity. 
Additionally, all four 
sensors support Ultra 
HDR photo output and 
the main and front sup-
port 4K video record-
ing with stable footage 
and night enhance-
ment.

Phone (3a) Series will 
be unveiled on 4 March 
at 3:30 PM IST. Those 
interested in being 
notified about the 
upcoming launch can 
sign up at Flipkart.in .

Nothing’s Phone (3a) Series to boast 
significant camera improvements

Indian astronomers unveil thermal structure of 
solar coronal holes, magnetic fields

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT): 
Astronomers from the Indian 
Institute of Astrophysics 
(IIA), an autonomous insti-
tute of the Department of 
Science and Technology, 
have accurately estimated 
the physical parameters of 
thermal and magnetic field 
structures of solar coronal 
holes. These structures have 
a significant influence on 
space weather that affects 
satellites, as well as the 
Indian summer monsoon 
rainfall.

“Coronal holes, which are 
dark regions in X-ray and 
extreme ultraviolet images of 
the Sun, have open magnetic 
field lines and are hence 
important for understanding 
the interplanetary medium 

and space weather. The lati-
tude dependence of tempera-
ture and the magnetic field 
strengths of these coronal 
holes have now been charac-
terised accurately,” said the 
team from the (IIA).

A recent physics-based 
study found that besides the 
influence of sunspots, param-

eterised study of the radia-
tive effects of coronal holes 
can satisfactorily explain the 
variability of Indian Monsoon 
rainfall. To probe further, 
astronomers from the IIA 
used eight years of full-disk 
calibrated images observed 
by the Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory (SOHO) space 

probe. The study, published 
in the journal Astronomy and 
Astrophysics, accurately esti-
mated the physical parame-
ters of thermal and magnetic 
field structures of coronal 
holes. “The study also offers a 
comprehensive understand-
ing of how these near-equato-
rial coronal holes evolve as 
they traverse the solar disk,” 
said Dr Manjunath Hegde of 
IIA, and lead author of the 
study.In addition, the team 
“found that there is no latitu-
dinal variation of the tem-
perature structure of coronal 
holes and also that there is a 
latitudinal variation of the 
strength of magnetic field 
structure of coronal holes 
that increases from the solar 
equator to the pole”. 
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Yunus Govt turning Bangladesh 
into terrorism hub: Hasina

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
The ousted Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh 
accuses the Mohammed 
Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment of turning the 
nation into a hub of ter-
rorism and lawlessness. 
She vows to return home 
assuring help to families 
suffering and would 
deliver them justice.

She said that the Nobel 
laureate himself has said 
that he has no experience 
in running a nation, then 
he should refrain from 
doing so, accusing him of 
remaining silent as doz-
ens of police officers were 
killed last year during 
student-led riots against 
her quota reforms and 
allowing lawlessness to 
take over.

“Yunus has no experi-
ence of running a govern-
ment. He dissolved all 
inquiry committees and 
unleashed the terrorists 
to butcher people. They 
are destroying 
Bangladesh. We will out 
this government of ter-
rorists. Inshallah,” said 
Hasina.While addressing 
the Awami League sup-

porters online from India 
on Monday, she said, “I 
will return. The killers 
will face justice in 
Bangladesh. Their reck-
oning will happen on 
Bangladeshi soil. Perhaps 
that’s why Allah has kept 
me alive.”

After laying low since 
the coup and subsequent 
ouster from Bangladesh, 
Hasina has started to 
address her party work-
ers and reach out to her 

supporters through 
speeches and messages 
virtually.

Unable to stop her from 
reaching out to her core 
supporters, the interim 
government and the pro-
testing student outfits are 
up in arms and resorting 
to extreme measures.

On one hand, the inter-
im government has start-
ed to submit dossiers to 
the Indian Government 
for her extradition to 

Bangladesh. On the other 
hand, the students’ out-
fits riled up and even 
destroyed the memorial 
residence of the founding 
father of Bangladesh, 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
at Dhanmondi 32 in 
Dhaka. Last week while 
addressing the media on 
the sidelines of the World 
Governments Summit in 
Dubai, Yunus vowed that 
he would not allow key 
figures from the ousted 
Sheikh Hasina regime to 
escape punishment, not-
ing that the people of 
Bangladesh would not 
forgive his administra-
tion if they fail to bring 
them to justice.“We’ll 
bring her (Hasina) to jus-
tice. It has to happen, oth-
erwise people will not 
forgive us,” Yunus said. 
“We have already initiat-
ed the legal process, and 
we hope it will proceed 
smoothly so that we can 
bring her to justice. It is 
essential that this hap-
pens, otherwise, people 
will not forgive us,” 
Yunus was quoted as say-
ing by the leading Bangla 
daily, Prothom Alo.

India has arrived as a global player
E

uropean Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen last month 
announced that the first 

official foreign visit of the com-
mission in her second term would 
be to India. On the same day, 
Marco Rubio held his first bilat-
eral meeting as US secretary of 
state with Indian Minister of 
External Affairs S. Jaishankar.

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s two-day visit to 
Washington last week confirmed 
his country’s rising international 
profile. The visit ended with the 
promise of what Modi called a 
US-India “mega-partnership.” As 
part of that partnership, he has 
committed to double trade with 
the US by 2030, increase oil and 
gas imports and expand US mili-
tary sales to India.

India is the world’s most popu-
lous country, home to more than 
1.4 billion people with a median 
age of 29.8 years, compared to 38.9 
in the US, 40.2 in China and 44.5 
in the EU. This massive and rela-
tively young population, together 
with a large and fast-growing 
information and communica-
tions technology sector, is sup-
porting an economic boom: India 
is now the fastest-growing major 
economy, with the International 
Monetary Fund forecasting a 6.5 

percent increase in gross domes-
tic product this year. India is 
expected to overtake Japan and 
Germany to become the world’s 
third-largest economy by 2030.

Despite its vast potential, India 
has long been overlooked by the 
West, both economically and geo-
politically. But a fundamental 
global realignment is now under-
way. America’s “unipolar 
moment” has given way to an era 
of great power competition that, 
unlike during the Cold War, fea-
tures demands by emerging and 
developing economies for a more 
inclusive and representative 
multilateral system. In this mul-
tipolar age, both the US and 
Europe see India — a neutral for-
eign policy actor and dynamic 
emerging economy — as vital to 
the future of their strategic pri-
orities.

A founder of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, India has plenty of 
experience navigating precarious 
moments in world affairs. During 
the Cold War, it skillfully bal-
anced its policies toward the US 
and the Soviet Union. When it 
engaged with the Soviet Union — 
from which it received consider-
able military assistance — it cali-
brated its approach to offset US 
support of Pakistan, without tak-
ing sides in the great power com-

petition.
India has since maintained this 

pragmatic balancing act, adapt-
ing its foreign policy to a shifting 
geopolitical landscape. Today, 
that means recognizing its poten-

tial to shape global affairs, includ-
ing by playing a leading role in 
building an efficient, realistic 
and inclusive multilateralism. 
This is reflected in Modi’s pur-
suit of a more assertive, interna-
tionalist foreign policy. Beyond 
building new partnerships and 
strengthening old ones, Modi has 
sought to increase India’s influ-
ence in traditional and emerging 
multilateral fora. In 2023 alone, 
India held the presidency of both 
the G20 and the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (a 
Chinese creation, comprising 
nine Middle Eastern and Asian 
countries). In this multipolar age, 
both the US and Europe see India 
as vital to the future of their stra-
tegic priorities And at a time of 
rapid geopolitical change, he is 
committed to leveraging his posi-
tion, and India’s profound 
strengths, to turn India into a 
global player. India has long had 
the potential to be an active 
shaper of international affairs. It 
has now arrived.

Moreover, India plays a leading 
role in BRICS, which, in addition 
to Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa, now includes 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran 
and the UAE. India’s approach to 
BRICS is characteristically 
nuanced: whereas Russia and, to 

a significant extent, China see 
themselves as disruptors of the 
existing order, India views itself 
as a reformer. This enables it to 
maintain strategic flexibility as it 
advances its economic and diplo-
matic interests.

India’s relationship with China 
is complicated by other factors. 
While the countries work togeth-
er in some fora, they are also 
locked in protracted territorial 
disputes and a competition for 
leadership in the so-called Global 
South. And India’s growing glob-
al clout — including its appeal to 
Western powers — stems in large 
part from its ability to act as a 
counterweight to China. The 
India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor was designed 
as an alternative to China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative and reflects 
India’s centrality to global supply 
chains.India is also indispens-
able to the Quad alliance with 
Australia, Japan and the US — a 
grouping that is officially focused 
on maritime security and eco-
nomic cooperation, though its 
members clearly seek to provide 
a buffer against China in the 
Indo-Pacific region. It is thanks 
to India — a rising “Southern” 
power — that the Quad is not 
viewed as just another Western 
vehicle.Modi has sought to bol-

ster India’s Southern credentials, 
including by highlighting its sta-
tus as the “mother of democra-
cy.” By framing democracy as 
intrinsic to Indian civilization, 
rather than a colonial legacy, he 
has aligned India with the middle 
powers that are now seeking to 
redefine global governance on 
their own terms.

To be sure, India has experi-
enced a decisive shift since Modi 
became prime minister in 2014. 
He has moved the country away 
from the secular and pluralistic 
values that had flourished after 
independence in favor of an 
assertive Hindu nationalism. So 
many international indices have 
downgraded India’s democratic 
status that he is now seeking to 
create his own.

But Modi — the second leader 
of independent India (after 
Jawaharlal Nehru) to be elected 
to three consecutive terms — 
remains a dominant force in 
Indian politics, as recent regional 
election results affirmed. And at 
a time of rapid geopolitical 
change, he is committed to lever-
aging his position, and India’s 
profound strengths, to turn India 
into a global player. India has 
long had the potential to be an 
active shaper of international 
affairs. It has now arrived.

Sudanese Army reports advancements 
in fight against paramilitary forces

Khartoum, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
The Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) announced that its 
forces had made advance-
ments in their fight against 
the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) on dif-
ferent fronts. In the fight in 
Bahri city, north of the capi-
tal Khartoum, the SAF has 
taken full control of the 
Kafouri area, the last strong-
hold of the RSF in the city.

"The SAF special forces at 
Al-Markhiat Military Base 
are advancing steadily ... in 
the Kafouri neighbourhood 
after successful, intense 
operations, cleaning the area 
of the militia forces," the SAF 
said in a statement on its 
Facebook page.The capture 
of the Kafouri area marks a 
significant milestone in the 
army's military campaign 
across the major cities of 
Khartoum, Omdurman, and 
Bahri.

Previously, Kafouri served 
as a key stronghold for the 
RSF and a platform for 
launching artillery attacks 
on army-held areas in 
Omdurman. In another 
development, the SAF 
announced that it had con-
trolled Al-Rahad city in 
North Kordofan State follow-

ing fierce battles with the 
RSF that lasted for days. "The 
armed forces continue their 
victories, advancing along 
Al-Rahad axis in North 
Kordofan and decisively 
crushing the militia," the 
SAF said in another state-
ment on its Facebook page on 
Monday. Ground units of the 
Sudanese army have been 
engaged in intense fighting 
in North Kordofan State in 
central Sudan, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Al-Rahad is the second city in 
the state to be recaptured by the 
army, following the recovery of 
Um Ruwaba, the state's second-
largest city, on January 30.
Al-Rahad is located approxi-
mately 30 km west of El Obeid, 

the capital of North Kordofan 
State, and holds significant stra-
tegic importance due to its posi-
tion at the crossroads of major 
roads. It is also a vital station on 
Sudan's railway line, linking the 
west of the country to the east-
ern and central regions. Since 
January, the RSF has been with-
drawing from several areas in 
central Sudan, losing control of 
strategic territories in Gezira 
and Sinnar states. Additionally, 
the RSF has lost key areas in 
Khartoum, including the 
Khartoum Oil Refinery in the 
Al-Jaili area, north of Bahri. 
Sudan has been gripped by a 
devastating conflict between the 
SAF and the RSF since mid-
April 2023, which claimed more 
than 29,680 lives.

S Korean expert calls for creation of
Asian NATO to enhance regional peace
Seoul, Feb 18 (TSIT) Chung 
Mong-Joon, founder and 
honorary chair of the Asian 
Institute for Policy Studies 
and former politician in 
South Korea, has advocated 
for an Asian NATO, also 
suggesting redeploying tac-
tical nuclear weapons in 
South Korea to enhance 
regional peace and security.

“The United States and its 
allies and partners also need 
to show credible resolve to 
deter North Korean, Chinese 
and Russian military adven-
turism. We need an Asian 
version of NATO. We may 
call it the Indo-Pacific 
Treaty Organisation 
(IPTO),” leading South 
Korean daily 'The Korean 
Herald' quoted Chung Mong-
Joon as saying at an event at 
the Johns Hopkins 
University School of 
Advanced International 
Studies in Washington.

Chung further suggested 
that the US and its allies 
South Korea, Japan, 
Australia, New Zealand, the 
Philippines and Thailand 
along with partners like 
India and Indonesia should 
strengthen security cooper-
ation, and ensure the sover-
eignty of all countries in the 

Indo-Pacific, the report 
detailed.

South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol had joined 
the NATO summit in 
Washington for the third 
time in July 2024 along with 
other allies of the Indo-
Pacific region. While wel-
coming the Korean 
President to the summit, 
then NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
called South Korea a valued 
partner for their alliance 
and emphasised on deepen-
ing cooperation with the 
country.

"North Korea is deliver-
ing a significant amount of 
ammunition and military 
support to enable Russia to 
conduct its war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine. And 
we are deeply concerned 
about the possibility of 
Russia, in return, delivering 
support to North Korea's 
nuclear and missile pro-
grammes," said Stoltenberg.

"The missile and nuclear 
programmes of North Korea 
are a threat to the region 
and also to global security. 
So this demonstrates how 
security in the Indo-Pacific 

is closely intertwined with 
security in Europe," he 
added. Chung served seven 
terms in the National 
Assembly of South Korea. 
He was chairman of the 
Grand National Party (rul-
ing party) from 2009-2010, 
and was a Presidential can-
didate in 2002. He also 
served as Vice President of 
FIFA (Federation 
Internationale de Football 
Association), and as co-
chairman of the Korean 
Organising Committee for 
the 2002 Korea-Japan FIFA 
World Cup.

Europe should continue supporting 
Ukraine, reject peace of dictate, says Scholz

Paris, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said that Europe 
should continue to support 
Ukraine, emphasising that 
no peace of dictate can be 
imposed on the country.

"Ukraine should have 
confidence in us. It is clear 
that we should continue to 
support Ukraine," Scholz 
said on Monday after attend-
ing an emergency meeting 
convened by French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron on the eve of the 
Russian-US talks set to take 
place Tuesday in Riyadh.

"No peace of dictate can 
be imposed on Ukraine... 
Ukraine cannot accept 
everything that is presented 
to it under any conditions," 
he added. The German 
chancellor urged Europe 
and the United States to act 
together for collective secu-
rity. "There must be no divi-
sion of security and respon-
sibility between Europe and 
the US," he said. "NATO is 
based on the fact that we 
always act together and 
share the risks... This must 
not be called into question."

Regarding reports on the 

possibility of European 
countries sending ground 
troops to Ukraine as part of 
a "peacekeeping" mission, 
Scholz dismissed these dis-
cussions as "totally prema-
ture." However, he stated 
that European nations are 
prepared to "spend at least 
two per cent" of their gross 
domestic product on 
strengthening Europe's 
defence."If European states 
spend more, Germany sup-
ports ensuring that this 
expenditure is not factored 
into European budget defi-
cits calculations," he added.

Monday's gathering 
brought together leaders 
of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and the European 
Commission, along with 
representatives from 
European countries 
including France, 
Germany, Britain, Poland, 
Spain, Italy, Denmark and 
the Netherlands. The 
meeting aimed to coordi-
nate a common European 
response ahead of the 
Russian-US talks. Neither 
Brussels nor Kiev has 
been invited to the negoti-
ations.

UN launches six billion-$ 
humanitarian appeal for Sudan

Khartoum, Feb 17 (TSIT): 
The United Nations (UN) 
has launched a $6 billion 
humanitarian appeal to 
assist nearly 26 million 
Sudanese affected by the 
ongoing conflict, both 
inside Sudan and in neigh-
bouring countries, the UN 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) announced in a 
statement on Monday.

The statement 
announced the launch of 
the 2025 Sudan 
Humanitarian Needs and 
Response Plan and the 
Regional Refugee Response 
Plan, requiring 6 billion to 
assist nearly 21 million peo-
ple inside Sudan and up to 5 
million refugees in neigh-

boring countries.
"Sudan is a humanitar-

ian emergency of shock-
ing proportions," Under-
Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator  Tom 
Fletcher was quoted in 
the statement as saying 
"Famine is taking hold. 
An epidemic of sexual 
violence rages. Children 
are being killed and 
injured. The suffering is 
appalling. But our plan is 
a lifeline to millions," 
Fletcher said. The state-
ment said the nearly two 
years of conflict have dis-
placed a staggering 12 
million people in Sudan 
and across borders.
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BWF Rankings: PV Sindhu slips 
to 15, Lakshya remain in top 10

Kuala Lumpur, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Ace Indian shuttler PV 
Sindhu has dropped two plac-
es in the women's singles 
world rankings, according to 
the latest update released by 
the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) on 
Tuesday.Two-time Olympic 
medallist Sindhu, who has 
just played two tournaments 
in 2025, dropped from world 
number 13 to world number 
15 following her withdrawal 
from the Badminton Asia 
Mixed Team Championships 
due to a niggle.
 She reached the quarter-
finals at the India Open 
Super 750 and lost in the first 
round of the Indonesia 
Masters Super 500. She is sit-
ting at 15th spot with 57,190 
points in the women's singles 
list, topped by her Korean 
opponent An Se young with 
111,867 points.On the other 
hand, Malvoka Bansod saw a 
jump of three spots to enter 
the top 30, sitting 28th with 
44,752 points.

In the men's singles chart, 
Lakshya Sen remained 
India’s top shuttler staying at 

world number 10 with 63,668 
points. HS Prannoy is 31 
(44,662 points). China's Shi Yu 
Qi, who won the season open-
er Malaysia Open and fin-
ished third in Indonesia 
Masters, is topping the chart 
with 100,415 points.

Star men’s doubles 
Indian pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty, who had consecu-
tive semifinal finishes in 
the Malaysia Open and 
India Open, continued to 
be at world number seven 
with 73,430 points.Danish 
duo of Kim Astrup and 
Anders Skaarup 
Rasmussen are on the 
men's doubles ranking 
summit with 94,903 points. 
The mixed pair of Dhruv 
Kapila and Tanisha Crasto 
has become the top mixed 
doubles pair in the country 
after the duo rose seven 
places to enter the top 30. 

Champions Trophy: India will feel Bumrah's 
absence 'very strongly', says Dhawan

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Former India opener 
Shikhar Dhawan opines 
that Rohit Sharma-led side 
will "very strong" miss the 
absence of pace spearhead 
Jasprit Bumrah in the ICC 
Champions Trophy. 
Bumrah was ruled out of 
the eight-team spectacle 
due to a lower back injury. 
Harshit Rana was named 
his replacement in India's 
squad.

"It is a great feeling to 
have the ICC Men’s 
Champions Trophy back. I 
remember when I played in 
it for the first time in 2013, 
and I loved it, and there is 
already a buzz around this 
tournament," ICC quoted 
Dhawan as saying."There 
is so much speculation and 
a lot of predictions, which 
is fun, and I can’t look past 
India. I am quite confident 
about them, they have a 
solid team and played very 
well against England in 
their recent ODI series."My 
concern is they are going to 
miss Jasprit Bumrah, there 

is no doubt he will be a big 
absence and I think they 
will feel it very strongly," 
he added. The southpaw 
said Bumrah is a vital asset 
for any team in major ICC 
events due to his unique 
bowling action and 
accuracy."For me, he is the 
best bowler in the world, 

and his accuracy is hard to 
replicate. He is also a very 
calm character and that is 
crucial in a huge ICC event 
like this."However, 
Dhawan expressed faith in 
Harshit to have a breakout 
tournament in Dubai after 
making his white-ball 
debuts against England in 
the recently concluded 
series. He grabbed nine 
scalps in four matches 
including three ODIs.

"At the same time, 
Harshit Rana has come into 
the side and I think that is 
really exciting – keep an 
eye on him, I think he could 
have a breakout tourna-
ment. I like his attitude, he 
is a go-getter and he is not 
afraid of anything. He 
accepts challenges and we 
have seen in the England 
series that he is in form. I 
am sure he will look to 
seize this opportunity and, 
if he does, he could provide 
a real x-factor for India," 
the former batter said.The 
39-year-old is pleased with 
the form of Indian batters 

including captain Rohit, 
Virat Kohli and Shubman 
Gill."There are a lot of rea-
sons to be optimistic for 
India. They have a very bal-
anced side, especially with 
the bat – there is a nice 
blend of experience and 
youth. Shubman Gill, in 
particular, is so consistent 
and he has a big role to 
play. I think he will have a 
great tournament," 
Dhawan said."Rohit 
Sharma has found form, 
Virat Kohli is there; they 
are a top side and will take 
some stopping.

"India did very well in 
the last Champions Trophy, 
but sadly ended up on the 
losing side in the final. But 
we played amazing cricket. 
There will be some amaz-
ing memories of that with 
the squad they know what 
they can do," the former 
opener added. India will 
begin their tournament 
with a clash against 
Bangladesh at Dubai 
International Stadium on 
February 20.

2032 Brisbane Olympics venue plan 
to be announced on March 25

New Delhi, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
The Queensland govern-
ment will announce the 
venue plan of the 2032 
Brisbane Olympic and 
Paralympic Games next 
month, ending more than 
1,200 days of Games chaos.
Brisbane secured the 
Games in 2021, but ongoing 
political disputes, especial-
ly over the main stadium 
and athletics venue, have 
delayed a final plan. After 
his election as Queensland 
Premier last November, 
David Crisafulli appointed 
a seven-member board to 
reassess venue options.

According to ABC News, 
an independent panel 
reviewing the Games infra-
structure will submit its 

report to the state govern-
ment on March 8, offering 
recommendations on 
whether a new stadium 
should be constructed and 
the location for the athlet-
ics events.

Earlier this month, the 
Australian Olympic 
Committee CEO Matt 
Carroll stressed the need to 
decide on the main venues 
for the 2032 Olympics 
before the end of June.

The government will 
consult with Games part-
ners, including the 
International Olympic 
Committee and the 
Commonwealth, before 
Cabinet approves the deliv-
ery plan on March 24, with 
the announcement sched-
uled for March 25. "Our 
delivery plan will provide a 
new way forward and get 
the Games back on track 
after three years of Labor 
delays and wrong priori-
ties, there is little time to 
waste," Deputy Premier 
Jarrod Bleijie told state 
parliament on Tuesday. 

CHAMPIONS TROPHY:

With world-class batting, Kohli poses a stiff challenge to any bowler, says Rauf
Karachi, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Ahead of the much-awaiting 
clash between arch-rivals 
India and Pakistan in the 
Champions Trophy on 
Sunday, pacer Haris Rauf 
said that he is ready to face 
legendary batter Virat Kohli 
in the encounter, who 
smashed famous consecu-
tive sixes against him in the 
2022 T20 World Cup at 
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Kohli's unbeaten 82 in 
that match steered India to 
an iconic victory and his 
dual sixes off Rauf also 
heaped him a plethora of 
praise on social media and 
from former cricketers. 
Recalling that moment, Rauf 
said that Kohli never teased 
him for hitting those sixes 

in his over and added that 
the former India captain is a 
world-class player who can 
take charge on any bowler 
in the world."Never, Kohli 
never said a word about 
those sixes and all the talk 
on social media is rubbish. 
Everyone praises Kohli for 
his batting and he is a world-

class player. I always have 
fun bonding with him," Rauf 
told Telecom Asia Sport. 
"With his world-class bat-
ting, Kohli poses a stiff chal-
lenge to any bowler and it's 
the same with me. I relish 
that challenge and when we 
play against India in Dubai 
come Sunday it will be a 
match full of challenges. The 
best thing about bowling to 
him is you learn a lot of 
things in that match," he 
added.

The 31-year-old, who is 
recovering from a side 
strain, is expected to be fit to 
play in the tournament 
opener against New Zealand 
in Karachi on Wednesday. "I 
am recovering well. I have 
bowled with speed in the 

training session, so it looks 
good for Wednesday. I am 
satisfied with myself, but it 
will be up to the manage-
ment to decide on my inclu-
sion," Rauf said. The pacer 
feels Pakistan have enough 
spin-bowling options in 
Khushdil Shah and Salman 
Agha despite having the sole 
specialist spinner in their 
squad in Abrar Ahmed. "We 
do not have only one spin-
ner. We can use Khushdil 
Shah and Salman Agha and 
whoever is in good form will 
be useful," he said."Pakistan 
is staging a global event 
after a long, long time so it's 
my wish that I play a part in 
the team's triumph and we 
can defend our title," Rauf 
added.

NZ pacer Ferguson ruled out with foot 
injury, Jamieson named replacement

Karachi, Feb 18 (TSIT) New 
Zealand suffered another inju-
ry blow ahead of their ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025 cam-
paign as the fast bowler Lockie 
Ferguson has been ruled out of 
the tournament with a foot 
injury. Ferguson felt some 
pain in his right foot after 
bowling a spell in the informal 
warm-up match against 
Afghanistan in Karachi on 
Sunday and an initial medical 
assessment indicated he would 
not be fit enough to take part in 
the entire tournament.

Given the proximity to the 
start of the Champions Trophy 
and the short nature of the 
tournament, the decision was 
made to send Ferguson home 

to begin rehabilitation, the 
New Zealand Cricket said.

It added that fast bowler Kyle 
Jamieson will replace Ferguson 
in the squad and will depart for 
Pakistan this evening.The Event 
Technical Committee of the ICC 

Men’s Champions Trophy 2025 
has approved Jamieson as a 
replacement for Ferguson in the 
New Zealand squad. Jamieson 
returned to domestic cricket for 
the Canterbury Kings in the 
Super Smash in December, fol-
lowing a 10-month stint on the 
sideline rehabilitating a stress 
fracture in his back.He played a 
key role as the Kings reached 
the Grand Final, finishing as the 
competition’s joint second lead-
ing wicket-taker with 14 wick-
ets, including figures of 4-12 
against the Central Stags at 
Hagley Oval.He featured in 
Canterbury’s Round 8 Ford 
Trophy match against the 
Central Stags last week as well 
as Round 9 win over Northern 

Districts in Hamilton. Ferguson 
became the second Kiwi to be 
ruled out of the mega event, as 
the New Zealand already lost 
pacer Ben Sears due to a ham-
string injury earlier this week 
with seamer Jacob Duffy com-
ing in as a replacement.New 
Zealand head coach Gary Stead 
said it was tough news for 
Ferguson and the team. “We’re 
really disappointed for Lockie,” 
said Stead. “Lockie is a key part 
of the bowling group and brings 
a lot of major tournament expe-
rience and we know how much 
he was looking forward to repre-
senting New Zealand at another 
major event. We wish him well 
for his recovery and hope he is 
back firing soon.”

London, Feb 18 (TSIT) 
Olympic shooter Manu 
Bhaker has been named 
BBC Indian Sportswoman 
of the Year for 2024 after 
a global public vote. The 
22-year-old was recog-
nised for her historic 
achievement in becom-
ing the first Indian 
woman to win two med-
als at a single Olympic 
Games, the BBC report-
ed.Bhaker became the 
first Indian woman to 
win an Olympic medal in 
shooting when she won 
bronze in the women’s 
10m air pistol in Paris. 
Two days later she won a 
second bronze - alongside 
Sarabjot Singh in the 
mixed 10m air pistol.

Bhaker has previously 
won the BBC’s ISWOTY 
Emerging Athlete of the 
Year award.

On accepting her latest 
award, Bhaker said: “I 
have had a journey of ups 
and downs. I hope I can 
inspire women, all ath-
letes and people with big 
dreams.” “Your journey 
doesn’t end if you are 
struggling. You write 
your own story,”

Her fellow shooter 
Avani Lekhara was pre-
sented with the BBC 
ISWOTY Para-
sportswoman of the Year 
award. The 23-year-old is 
the first Indian woman to 
win three Paralympic 
medals, with gold in 
Paris following a gold 
and bronze at Tokyo 2020.

President Droupadi 
Murmu said: “I appre-
ciate the entire team 

of the BBC for the 
praiseworthy initia-
tive of organising BBC 
Indian Sportswoman 
of the Year.

“The extraordinary 
athletes who have been 
recognised through this 
initiative have not only 
excelled in their sports 
but have also inspired 
young women to pursue 
their dreams fearlessly.”

BBC director general 
Tim Davie, who hosted 
the awards ceremony, 
said: “Manu Bhaker’s 
historic Olympic perfor-
mance is a defining 
moment for Indian 
sports. Her journey from 

a promising young shoot-
er to a record-breaking 
Olympian inspires ath-
letes across the country 
and beyond. “We are also 
honoured to celebrate 
Avani Lekhara as the 
Para-sportswoman of the 
Year. Her resilience and 
record-breaking success 
continue to pave the way 
for greater inclusion and 
excellence in Para-sports.

“The BBC’s commit-
ment to audiences in 
India makes our relation-
ship here a special one, 
and we are proud to cele-
brate the achievements 
of India’s incredible 
sportswomen.”

Shooting: Manu Bhaker 
named as BBC Indian 
Sportswoman of the Year

Jarry 
reaches 
Rio Open 
last 16

Rio De Janeiro, Feb 18 
(TSIT) Chile’s sixth seed 
Nicolas Jarry recovered 
from a set down to beat 
Argentina’s Juan Manuel 
Cerundolo and advance 
to the last 16 of the ATP 
500 Rio Open.Jarry 
served 12 aces and won 73 
percent of his first-serve 
points to prevail in two 
hours and 26 minutes on 
the outdoor clay of the 
Jockey Club Brasileiro 
on Monday.

“I got better as the 
match progressed,” said 
the world No. 38. “But I’m 
still a long way from the 
levelI know I’m capable 
of and the way I’m train-
ing. I’m doing everything 
within my control to 
regain my confidence 
and winning matches 
like this one certainly 
helps me.”The 29-year-
old will face Francisco 
Comesana in the next 
round on Wednesday 
after the Argentine 
defeated Brazil’s Gustavo 
Heide 7-6(2), 6-7(7) and 
6-3.The biggest surprise 
of Monday’s matches was 
a 6-2, 7-5 victory by 
Chinese Taipei competi-
tor Tseng Chun-hsin over 
third seed Alejandro 
Tabilo of Chile. Others to 
progress to the round of 
16 on Monday.

From Shubman Gill to Klaasen: 
5 batters to watch out for 

in Champions Trophy
Dubai  Feb 18 (TSIT) : The 
eight outfits of the 
Champions Trophy do not 
feature too many green-
horns and it is highly 
unlikely that among the 
potential game-changers, at 
least in batting, any new 
face will be emerging. In the 
bowling department though, 
there could be some pacers, 
who could make the differ-
ence.

The PTI takes a look at 
five batters, who could be 
instrumental in their 
respective team's success.

Seven hundreds and 15 
half-centuries at an eye-pop-
ping average of 60 and a fab-
ulous strike-rate of 101 plus 
tells us that Gill has aced 
this format in the 50 ODIs 
that he has played. This is 
the format where he is pos-
sibly going to be the man, 
who would take over the 
baton from the peerless 
Virat Kohli. With Kohli and 
skipper Rohit Sharma, the 
two legends still around to 
guide him, this tournament 
could catapult Gill, trans-
forming him from a super-
star to a megastar.

TRAVIS HEAD (AUSTRALIA)
The last couple of years 

have been like a dream for 
the South Australian and 
ideally he would never like 
that to end. He has been 
India's nemesis for some-
time now in the knock-outs 
and the highway like tracks 
in Pakistan will be the kind 
of surfaces where he can 

murder the bowling at his 
own will. The Indian fans 
know that November 19, 
2023 still hurts and Head has 
the ability to make the oppo-
sition's heart bleed.

SALMAN ALI AGHA 
(PAKISTAN)

An average of 45 plus is 
good without being excep-
tional but all those who has 
seen Salman Ali Agha bat 
recently will vouch that the 
31-year-old Lahori is finally 
coming into his own. If the 
short tri-series was a trailer, 
then there are bigger things 
to come from his willow. He 
is a clean hitter and has a lot 
of time to play the pacers. 
The manner in which he 
controlled the proceedings 
in a 350-plus chase against 

South Africa was exception-
al.

DEVON CONWAY
 (NEW ZEALAND)

Conway's ODI career has 
been a short one with only 
33 matches but in a short 
time, he has shown that he 
can take the game away in a 
flash with his ability to find 
the gaps at will. He is a 
superb batter against spin-
ners and whether Pakistan 
or Dubai, the frequency of 
tours be it playing T20 
league cricket or interna-
tional games, makes him a 
good reader of the Asian 
conditions. If Conway gets 
going, half of New Zealand's 
job is done.

HEINRICH KLAASEN
 (SOUTH AFRICA)

Whether it is T20 or 
ODI format, when one 
speaks about game-
changers, it is very diffi-
cult to leave out Heinrich 
Klaasen, who can send 
the ball soaring into orbit 
without much ado. He 
played one match in the 
tri-series but scored 87 off 
56 balls, punishing a top-
class Pakistan attack 
with minimum fuss. An 
impressive average of 44 
plus and a strike-rate of 
117.44 in 58 games signify 
solidity. He is another 
player, who understands 
how to attack on sub-con-
tinental tracks. Klaasen's 
battle against Adil Rashid 
and Adam Zampa would 
be worth watching.
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Sundeep Kishan's 
'Majaka' gets 

U/A certificate, releases 
energetic song 'Pagili'

P
eople's Star Sundeep Kishan's most awaited 30th 
movie 'Majaka' is creating huge buzz. Directed by 
Trinadha Rao Nakkina, the teaser and songs of 
this movie have received tremendous response. 

The movie is being produced by Rajesh Danda in collabo-
ration with AK Entertainments, Hasya Movies, and Zee 
Studios. Co-producer is Balaji Gutta. Ritu Varma is play-
ing the heroine in Majaka, and Rao Ramesh and Anshu 
play key roles.Recently, 'Majaka' has completed its cen-
soring. The censor board has given the film a U/A certifi-
cate. The censor members have expressed their response 
to the movie team that the film has out-and-out enter-
tainment, healthy comedy, and entertainment is very 
good.Today, the makers released the song 'Pagili' from 
the movie. Leon James composed this song as a mass 
dance number. Sung by Mahalingam, Sahithi Chaganti, 
and Prabha with powerful vocals, the lyrics provided by 
Kasarla Shyam and Prasanna Kumar Bezawada further 
elevated the masses.This song features Sundeep Kishan's 
energetic mass dance moments. Sundeep Kishan and 
Ritu Varma's chemistry is amazing. Shot on massive and 
vibrant sets, the visuals in this song are colorful. Shekhar's 
master choreography is graceful. This song is sure to 
mesmerize the masses in the theaters.The already 
released teaser of Majaka has raised expectations for the 
film by providing out and out entertainment. The first 
single Bachelor's Anthem and the second single Baby 
Maa have become chartbuster hits.Writer Prasanna 
Kumar Bezawada, who has collaborated with Trinadha 
Rao Nakkina on successful projects, is writing the story, 
screenplay and dialogues for Majaka. Nizar Shafi has pro-
vided excellent cinematography for the film, while 
Brahma Kadali is handling the art direction and Prithvi is 
supervising the stunts.Majaka will hit theaters on the 
26th of this month, on the occasion of Maha Shivaratri.

Actress Hebah Patel inaugurates Amjad 
Habib Premium Salon in Kokapet

Celebrity hair stylist 
Amjad Habib has expand-
ed his premium salon 
franchise to Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana, launch-
ing a new branch in Hyderabad’s 
Kokapet. The grand inaugura-
tion was graced by actress Hebah 
Patel.

With a 100-year legacy in hair-
styling, Amjad Habib Salons are 
known for expert haircare, pre-
mium products, and the latest 
beauty trends. The brand, which 
has trained over 3.5 lakh stu-
dents, also conducts social wel-
fare training programs, includ-
ing in Tihar Jail and for sex 

workers, to create employment 
opportunities.

Amjad Habib, former personal 
stylist to Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 
and Bollywood celebrities, 
emphasized plans for further 
expansion across Hyderabad. 
Business Head Mahesh K high-
lighted the franchise’s 360-degree 
support system, including man-
power hiring and operational 
excellence.

With this launch, Amjad Habib 
Premium Salons continue their 
mission of bringing top-tier hair-
styling services to more cities, 
welcoming franchise partners in 
major potential locations.

Bandi Sanjay unveils 
Thakita Thadhimi 
Thandana teaser

T
he grand release of  unique youth entertainer, 
"Thakita Thadhimi Thandana," is set for February 
27 across both Telugu states and overseas.The 
first look poster of the film was unveiled by 

Telangana State Cinematography Minister Komatireddy 
Venkat. Now, BJP senior leader and Union Minister 
Bandi Sanjay has officially released the teaser. Praising 
the teaser for its appeal to both youth and family audi-
ences, Bandi Sanjay expressed his best wishes for the 
film's grand success.Starring "Murder" fame Ghana 
Aditya and newcomer Priya in the lead roles, the film is 
directed by young talent Raj Lohith. Produced by Chandan 
Kumar Koppula under the Yellow Mango Entertainment 
banner, the movie has completed all formalities and is set 
for release on February 27. The film will be distributed by 
Cinetaria Media Works.The film's crew includes PR: 
Dheeraj-Appaji, Music Composer: Naren Reddy, Editor: 
Hari Shankar, Cinematographer: P.N. Anjan, Lyricist: 
Sreshta, and Co-writer: Dilip Arukonda!

Kiran Abbavaram’s 'DilRuba' Impresses as an Intense 
Musical Love Story – 'Hey Jingili' Song Launched!

The much-antic-
ipated roman-
tic drama 
DilRuba, star-

ring Kiran 
Abbavaram and 
Rukshar Dhillon, is 
set for a grand theatri-
cal release on March 
14, coinciding with 
Holi. The second sin-
gle from the film, Hey 
Jingili, was launched 
today at a special 
event in Hyderabad, 
drawing praise for its 
vibrant choreography 

and emotional depth.
Produced by Sivam 

Celluloids, Saregama, 
and A Yoodle Film, 
DilRuba is helmed by 
director Viswa Karun. 
At the event, producer 
Ravi expressed his 
excitement about the 
film’s production 
quality and its univer-
sal appeal despite not 
being a pan-India 
release.

Choreographer 
Eshwar Penti high-
lighted the urban-

style dance steps per-
formed by Kiran 
Abbavaram, while 
lyricist Bhaskara 
Batla shared insights 
on how Hey Jingili 
came to life with Sam 
CS’s mesmerizing 
composition.

Lead actress 
Rukshar Dhillon 
described DilRuba as 
a film filled with deep 
emotions and pure 
love, urging audiences 
to watch it in theaters 
on March 14. Hero 

Kiran Abbavaram 
emphasized the film’s 
intense narrative, 
action sequences, and 
powerful music, 
expressing confidence 
that the audience will 
connect with its emo-
tional storytelling.

With chartbuster 
tracks like Aggipulle 
and the newly 
released Hey Jingili, 
DilRuba is shaping up 
to be a musical and 
visual treat for movie-
goers.

U
nder the banner of RK 
Films, Dr. Prathani 
Ramakrishna Goud has 
directed the film "Deeksha" 

with Kiran and Alekhya Reddy as the 
lead pair. The movie, which also 
stars Aks Khan, Tulasi, and Anusha 

in key roles, is a love and action 
entertainer. The shooting has been 
completed, and the film is ready for 
release.
Speaking on this occasion, director 
and producer Dr. Prathani 
Ramakrishna Goud shared, “Our 

film revolves around the theme that 
anything can be achieved with deter-
mination and dedication. We have 
crafted this movie as a love and 
action entertainer. The shooting took 
place in beautiful locations around 
Hyderabad. The songs have come out 
wonderfully, and I am confident this 
film will bring good recognition to 
our banner.”
The film blends love, action, and a 
mythological touch. Actor Kiran has 
delivered an outstanding perfor-
mance in the role of Bheema, remi-
niscent of veteran actor Srihari. The 
director expressed confidence that 
Kiran would gain fame and recogni-
tion through this movie.
Aks Khan has dazzled with her 
unique style in a special dance num-
ber. The film’s technical team 
worked with great dedication. Music 
director Raj Kiran has composed five 
excellent songs, with renowned sing-
ers like Madhupriya lending their 
voices. The background score (RR) 
will be a major highlight of the 
movie.The film features five action-
packed fight sequences. The produc-
er, Dr. Prathani Ramakrishna Goud, 
who has produced 40 films under the 
RK Films banner, expressed confi-
dence that "Deeksha" will be another 
super hit for their production house. 
Plans are underway for a grand 
worldwide release soon. Rishi is the 
production executive of this film.

"Deeksha" Movie Ready 
for Release Soon

Rashmika Mandanna to Star Opposite 
Ram Charan for Sukumar's Next?

G
lobal Star Ram Charan is in 
desperate need of a hit. After 
Game Changer’s failure, the 
Tollywood star wants to get 

back on the success train soon. While 
Buchi Babu Sana’s project seems high-
ly exciting, all eyes are on Charan’s 
movie with Sukumar.  If we go back, SS 
Rajamouli was the main reason behind 
the hype for this movie. In a release 
event, the maverick filmmaker raved 
about the movie after hearing about 
Ram Charan’s introduction scene from 
Sukumar. 

Since then, Mega fans have been 
buzzing with excitement over this proj-
ect and since Charan and Sukumar are 
on great terms, this movie will immedi-
ately take off once the hero is done 
shooting for Buchi Babu’s sports 
drama. 

For this movie, it’s being reported 
that Sukumar is breaking a life-long 
tradition of his. As a director, Sukumar 
has a track record of not repeating his 
heroines. Right from Kajal Aggarwal to 
Tamannah to Rakul Preet Singh, the 
director never repeated his female 
leads for his next film.

Looks like Sukumar is all set to 
break his habit for Ram Charan. If 
reports are to be believed, Indian 
Cinema’s lucky charm Rashmika 
Mandanna is all set to romance the 
Global Star in Sukumar’s next. Charan 
doesn’t want to take a chance on cast-
ing and is supposed to have recom-
mended Rashmika’s name to the direc-
tor. 

It remains to be seen if Sukumar also 

breaks another tradition of his, that is 
to not have Devi Sri Prasad as the 
music composer. Even though it was 
not a fallout, Pushpa-2 did a lot of dam-
age to Devi’s image as a composer and 
while everything went smoothly in the 
end, the reputation that he gave 
delayed output will have its impact on 
the industry. 

Sukumar and Devi Sri Prasad go 
way back and the director has made it 
evident on multiple occasions that he 
cannot do a film without Devi in it. 
Well, he is all set to break his heroine 
rule for Ram Charan, if the hero insists, 
will he snub Devi Sri Prasad too? Only 
time will tell. 
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